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Parish Council matters  
 

It is with great sadness that I report the death of one of our longest serving parish councillors, 
Bill Ayling.  Bill was, in every sense, a gentleman.  He was indeed a gentle, soft-spoken 
character, super polite and friendly to everyone, with a distinctive, well-modulated voice well 
suited to his love of story-telling and narrating.  Bill served the village for many, many years - as 
a parish councillor, a school governor, an active member of Purley Players and Silver Surfers, 
and in numerous other roles.  He chaired a number of committees for the council, and always 
gave considered, sage advice about village matters.  Most recently, he represented the Parish 
Council at the monthly Farmers’ Markets, giving out information to residents of Purley on 
Thames.  In his later years, Bill was a really keen player of bowls, and we understand, quite 
competitive but, again, always sporting.  He will be missed by us all, and our sadness is 
expressed to his wife, Eileen, and his family.  He will be long remembered.  
 

This is the time of year when local people rediscover the wonders of our riverside.  We would 
normally have already a trade bin in place on Mapledurham Drive to cope with the increase in 
rubbish.  However, the easing of lockdown in mid-May gave us no notice to order the bin and, 
as I write, we have been ‘chasing it’ for more than a fortnight!  If you do visit the meadows 
around the lock, please be considerate of other people.  Everyone will be grateful if you are 
aware of the noise you make and take your rubbish home if there is no room in the bins … and 
remember social distancing! 
 

 
Goosecroft Recreation Ground 

Recent Government guidelines allow us to make our tennis 
courts at Goosecroft available again – please see our 
website for more information.   
 
Some people are taking advantage of the peace and quiet 
at Goosecroft for exercise but, unfortunately, there’s also 
been anti-social behaviour resulting in broken bottles and 
rubbish.  This has been reported to Thames Valley Police 
and we try to make sure the litter is cleared up but, if you 
are going to Goosecroft, please watch out for broken glass! 

 

If you want any information about facilities in the Parish or to make contact with us, please see 
our website  www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/.  We are continuing with parish business.  If you 
are interested in becoming a Parish Councillor and want to know more, please email our Clerk.  
Look after yourselves! 
 

Sue Briscoe 
Chair of the Parish Council 
 

 

http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/


 
 

 

From the Parish Office 
 

Unfortunately, for the good of all, we still have to keep our children’s playgrounds locked as 
guidance about the inherent risk of contact transmission of the virus from playground 
equipment has not changed.  This means the playground at Goosecroft remains locked.  At 
Bucknell’s Meadow it is not possible to isolate the play equipment so the meadow itself has 
had to remain closed to the public. 
 
The enforced playground closures have, 
however, given us the chance to carry out some 
maintenance and upgrade work without 
inconveniencing families. 
 
At Bucknell’s Meadow, the multi-climber has 
been re-painted.  It now looks very smart and 
fresh, ready for when the meadow can be 
opened again. 

 

 
Children’s multi-climber, Bucknell’s Meadow 

 

 
New adventure trail, Goosecroft 

At Goosecroft Recreation Ground, installation of the new 
snake (adventure) trail in the children’s playground has been 
completed.   
 
The contractor started work on Tuesday 12 May, continuing 
through the week and finishing on Friday 15 May, although 
the area had to be fenced off for a while longer to protect 
the new equipment.   
 
The new trail is now all ready to be enjoyed by children 
when the playground can be re-opened. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Other work carried out includes: 

• Repainting of the yellow lines on the speed bumps and in the car park at Goosecroft; 

• Repainting of the railings outside the Barn. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
As Sue has reported above, there has been a spate of anti-social behaviour at Goosecroft, 
including glass debris and a downpipe on the Barn being broken off.  There have also been 
incidents at Bucknell’s Meadow, including damage to the goalposts.   
 
Whenever possible, incidents are reported to Thames Valley Police. 



 
 

 

Villager of the Year 2020 
 
In view of the current situation, the Parish Council has decided not to have a Villager of the 
Year this year.  Instead, we’d like to recognise the various people who have volunteered to help 
others in and around the village through some very difficult circumstances.   
 
If you would like to thank anyone for the help, friendship and support they’ve shown you 
and/or your family, please do send your letters of praise to the Parish Office.   
 
The letters will be displayed in the Barn and will be mentioned at the Chairman’s Reception in 
October. 
 
 

Rubbish disposal 
 
Many people have made use of unexpected time at home to have a clear-out or to tidy their 
garden and (even after recycling, swapping and upcycling) this has resulted in extra rubbish.  
West Berkshire Council (WBC) has maintained its collection service throughout lockdown, but 
the additional waste generated has been difficult to dispose of.   
 
Unfortunately, one result of this has been that people have been using the large Grundon bins 
at Goosecroft Recreation Ground and at Trentham Bowls Club; in both cases, the number of bin 
collections had been cut back in order to save money.  Similarly, the bowls club booked a skip 
for its own use, only to find it had been filled with broken household items by residents within 
hours of delivery. 
 
It would be a great help if everyone could remember that skips and bin collections have to be 
arranged and paid for.  Now lockdown regulations have eased a little, there are options for 
disposing of household rubbish, including the following. 
 

• WBC’s household regular waste and recycling collections have been continued as normal, 
although collections teams have been starting at 6.00am to mitigate staff shortages. 

 

• There is a subscription-only garden waste service, details and current charges may be found 
here  

 

• WBC’s Bulky Waste Service was temporarily suspended but resumed some weeks ago.  
There’s a charge and all collections need to be booked in advance by calling the Customer 
Services secure payment line on 0330 131 9742.  Items must be left outside the home and 
the cost for up to five items (excluding white goods) is £45.00.   

  

• WBC’s Household Waste Recycling Centres have been open again since mid May.  There is a 
booking system in place and more information about the centres and how to book an 
appointment may be found here  

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/gardenwaste
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/recyclingcentres


 
 

 

 

West Berkshire Council 
  

Overall levels of items borrowed from libraries increased by 6.8% in the 12-month period to 
March.  This is largely because of loans of almost 90,000 e-books e-audiobooks, e-magazines, 
and e-newspapers – an increase of 127.4%. 
 
The Library Service offers its members access to free resources including BorrowBox, 
OverDrive, RBdigital and PressReader. 
 
Further information about WBC’s libraries, including how to join online, may be found on the 
web site - www.westberks.gov.uk/libraries  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
WBC has launched a residents’ survey to gain insight into the impact of coronavirus.  If you’d 
like to give your views on the local social, economic and environmental impact you’ve 
experienced, please see here for the survey.   
 
The majority of questions are multiple choice and the survey should take approximately 
10-15 minutes to complete.  Feedback will be used to shape the West Berkshire Recovery 
Strategy. 
 
The survey is open until 9.00am on Monday 8 June.  If you have any questions, please contact 
the Performance, Research and Risk Team at rcpteam@westberks.gov.uk. 
  

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
For up-to-date information and advice about services provided by WBC and practical help it 
offers residents, please see info.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-residents 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Since the end of March, parking charges in car parks operated by WBC have been waived but, 
from Monday 1 June, the council will start to reintroduce charging again as restrictions on 
lockdown are eased and more people return to work.    
 
For information about WBC’s car parks and charges, please see the web site.  
 

http://www.westberks.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/residentsurvey-covid19
mailto:rcpteam@westberks.gov.uk
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-residents
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/27883


 
 

 
 

Car parking, Pangbourne 
 
Although many car parks have been waiving parking charges during the current situation, it is 
still necessary to buy a ticket when using the car park next to the Working Men’s Club on 
Whitchurch Road in Pangbourne.  Cars without tickets are being fined.   
 
 
 

Thames Valley Police 

 

 
Bucknell’s Meadow 

The Pangbourne Neighbourhood Team has been patrolling the district 
regularly, including regular visits to Purley.   
 
Earlier this month, when restrictions were greater, as well as checking 
people had good reason to be out and about, they also warned several 
motorists about speeding through the village, and found someone in 
possession of cannabis.   

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
 

Sadly, reports of online child sexual abuse in the Thames Valley were 146% higher in March 
2020 than in March 2019, and Thames Valley Police (TVP) has reported an increase in cases 
since movement restrictions were introduced.  As a result, TVP is currently running an online 
child sexual abuse crime prevention campaign to encourage parents and carers to have honest 
conversations about online safety with their children, and to review privacy settings on the 
apps and social networks they are using.   
 
To support parents at the current time, the National Crime Agency’s Child Exploitation and 
Online Protection division is producing fortnightly activity packs to help discuss staying safe 
online with your children.  These age-appropriate resources, containing two 15-minute 
activities for each age group, can be found at www.thinkuknow.co.uk. 
 
More information about online child abuse is available on TVP's web site. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/c/2017/hidden-harm/online-child-abuse/


 
 

 

Village matters  
 

75th anniversary of VE Day 
 
This year marked the 75th anniversary of VE Day.  Although the 
majority of national celebrations intended for the long weekend had 
to be cancelled or postponed because of lockdown, there was still a 
two-minute silence, and the nation’s toast and the Queen’s address 
were able to go ahead as planned. 
  

On Friday 8 May 2020, many residents of Purley on Thames decorated their houses and 
dressed up to enjoy afternoon tea on their driveways in commemoration of this important 
historic event. 
 

 
 

Purley Residents Support Committee 
(PRSC) had arranged for a mobile DJ to 
travel around the village playing 1940s 
music, as well as a local photographer to 
take socially distanced photographs as a 
record of the day.   
 
The DJ drove for over three hours, 
followed on foot by the photographer and 
members of PRSC, who walked 10K with 
their collecting buckets.   
 

In all, around £1,500 was collected, mostly on the day but some via an online donations page.  
The money will go to the Royal Berkshire Hospital. 
 
 

Swan Upping  
 
Swan Upping is the annual counting of the swans on the River Thames, and also checking their 
health and wellbeing.  The ceremony lasts five days and was due to take place between 
Sunbury-on-Thames and Abingdon from 13 to 17 July 2020.  However, it has been decided to 
cancel this year’s event because of lockdown and the need for social distancing. 
 
Swan Upping is an historic ceremony which dates back to the 12th century when the Crown 
claimed ownership of all mute swans.  As well as being a census of swans, it now serves a 
wildlife conservation purpose as well as providing an annual spectacle for the public.   
 
This is only the second time Swan Upping has been cancelled.  The first was in 2012 when 
flooding meant the river was dangerously fast-flowing, so use of boats had to be banned.   

http://www.royalswan.co.uk/


 
 

 

Friends of Purley Barn 
 

Sadly, because of the uncertainty as to when gatherings will be allowed and when the Barn will 
be reopened to the public, Friends of Purley Barn (FoPB) has made the decision to cancel all 
events planned for the rest of 2020.   
 
The current intention is simply to push everything back to 2021, when it’s hoped it’ll be 
possible to have the Bridge Drive, Spring Walk, a new jazz evening in May/June, the late 
Summer Walk, the quiz night and Christmas market, but the situation will obviously have to be 
monitored.   
 
 
 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office is now closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us on: 
 

Claire Thompson, Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames.net 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames.net 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames.net  

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information, activities and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 
 
 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames.net
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

