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Parish Council matters  
 
I hope this finds you well?  We have been so lucky to have this wonderful area to enjoy for our 
exercise.  Since easing of the lockdown and the fine weather, many other people seem to have 
discovered beautiful Purley and the riverbank is covered daily with picnickers and sun bathers.  
This would be fine if everyone was considerate about noise, behaviour and litter but sadly this 
is not the case!  The Parish Council is trying its best to cope with this unprecedented situation 
but our powers are limited.  We also alert West Berkshire Council and the Police to problems 
where necessary.  The roads on the route of the 16 bus have become a car park for visitors and 
the parking is far from considerate leading to suspension of the bus service occasionally.  We 
have asked for the Crime Enforcement Officer from West Berkshire to patrol the area and 
parking tickets have been issued.  If you have suggestions for solving our parking problem, 
please let us know!   
 
With the easing of lockdown restrictions, some of the parish’s sports facilities are back in 
partial use.  Football, cricket and tennis organisations now offer some forms of training in line 
with the guidelines of their national bodies.  It’s nothing like normality but is a start.  
Unfortunately, we have not yet able to open our children’s playgrounds at Bucknell’s Meadow 
and Goosecroft as it is still deemed too risky.  It is a shame that some people ignore padlocks 
and notices in order to do what they want.  The Parish Council has had to pay for repairs to 
fences and gates such as the gate from Wintringham Way to Mapledurham Drive which has 
twice been removed and damaged. 
 
We must say a huge ‘thank you’ to the small group of local people who volunteer to go out, at 
least daily, to clear up all the litter.  They are among the many ‘heroes’ in our midst at the 
present time, helping others and the community.  If you would like to join them, contact Purley 
Residents Support Committee via its Facebook page. 
 
Usually at this time of year, we invite nominations for Villager of the Year.  However, this year, 
there are so many people offering kindness to others that we do not plan to have a Villager of 
the Year award 2020 but, when permitted, create an opportunity for people to come up to the 
Barn to write and display their messages of thanks.  Hopefully, we will have a community event 
to celebrate the many Villagers of the Year. 
 
Parish business continues so if you need to contact us please use our contact form on the 
website, e-mail the Clerk or leave a message on our office telephone and we will get back to 
you.  Enjoy the freedoms which easing of lockdown offer you and keep well! 
 
Sue Briscoe 
Chair of the Parish Council 
 



 
 

 

Parish Council vacancies 
 

There is currently a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  If you might be interested in becoming a 
councillor and would like to know more about what the role involves, please contact 
Sue Briscoe via the parish office or by e-mail – sue.briscoe@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Sadly, our Clerk, Claire Thompson, has resigned and will be leaving us in early July.  Claire took 
up the role at the beginning of this year so was still settling in when the new challenges of 
lockdown and remote working set in.  She has been a great help over the past few months, we 
have all enjoyed working with her and wish her all the very best for the future. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about the position of Clerk to the Parish Council, 
please contact Sue Briscoe (as above) in the first instance. 
 
 

From the Parish Office 
 

 

The company which supplies the trade waste bin for 
Mapledurham Drive was slow to deliver this year, 
largely due to staff shortages resulting from 
coronavirus and lockdown.  However, thanks to a 
great deal of persistent chasing by both the Clerk and 
the Amenities Officer, the bin was delivered early this 
month, and is now in place by the entrance to Blounts 
Meadow.   

 

As in previous years, this bin will remain in place over the summer months and is for use by 
visitors to the river and meadows, as well as by all the volunteers who kindly give their time to 
help keep the area clear of litter. 
 
Another, new rubbish bin is on order for the River Gardens end of the meadow. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Although some sports facilities such as the tennis courts are now available for use, other 
amenities have so far remained closed.  Guidance from the government is monitored 
constantly and the situation is under review as to whether and when facilities such as the Barn 
and the playgrounds can be re-opened.   
 
It is hoped that we might be able to re-open the office to the public very soon and we are 
looking into what needs to be done to enable this. 
 

mailto:sue.briscoe@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 
 

Mental health awareness  
  

National figures show that one in four adults and one in ten children experience mental health 
difficulties.  The number of people reporting mental health concerns as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic and lockdown has already increased and these numbers are expected to 
rise further.   
 
The Berkshire West Mental Health and Learning Disability Programme Board has put together a 
14-point plan of action to improve mental health pathways in Berkshire West, making them 
more readily available and easier to access.   
 
The plan’s priorities are in line with the national NHS Long Term Plan which commits to 
delivering the fastest expansion of mental health services in the NHS’s history.  Key aims of the 
plan are to: 
 

 improve access to mental health services 

 improve 24/7 mental health crisis provision; 

 provide alternative crisis provision such as sanctuaries or crisis café; 

 establish a new Ambulance Mental Health response pathway. 
 
An NHS 111 Crisis Line has gone live and offers a single point of access for all mental health 
calls.  The 111 system will also link into a new Crisis Line to operate 24/7 for people of all ages. 
This will have digital access via Skype, email or LiveChat in a bid to make it more accessible to 
people living in remote areas. 
 
There is also a proposal to develop specialist access for children and young people, offering 
them crisis assessment in the community.  There are plans for more joined up work between 
agencies caring for those with delirium and dementia, helping them manage better in their own 
homes.  By this autumn, it’s hoped to have a new crisis café, “Breathing Space”, piloted in 
Reading with a view to establishing similar facilities elsewhere in the area.   
 
For further information about the action plan, please see here 
 
Contact details for mental health helplines and support groups may be found here 

  

https://www.berkshirewestccg.nhs.uk/newsroom/news/posts/2020/2020/june/14-point-plan-of-action-to-improve-mental-health-crisis-pathways-in-berkshire-west/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/


 
 

Public Rights of Way (PROW) 
  

There has been a dramatic increase in use of public rights of way and open access land 
(including commons) during lockdown, and this level of use is expected to continue over the 
summer.  With this in mind, WBC has issued the following information to remind people of 
appropriate use of facilities. 
 

There are four main types of public right of way, all are marked by signposts at the roadside 
and small arrows at intervals along the route:   
 

 Footpath – for pedestrians only 

 Bridleway – for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders only 

 Restricted byway – for pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and carriage drivers only 

 Byway – for pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders, carriage drivers and vehicles 
 

 

 
Roadside sign marking PROW for 

pedestrian use only 

 

 
Way marking for PROWs 

for pedestrian use only 
 

During lockdown, a landowner may ask for an alternative route to be used if the official line 
passes through a sensitive area, and this should be respected.  The official line will be resumed 
when appropriate.   
 

It is important for everyone to follow the rights of way and to stay within the limits of open 
access land.  Below are links to online maps where paths and access land may be checked. 
Public rights of way: https://gis1.westberks.gov.uk/applicationtemplates/onlinemap/  
Open access: http://www.openaccess.naturalengland.org.uk/wps/portal/oasys/maps/Section4  
 

Unfortunately, WBC has already received large numbers of complaints about cyclists riding too 
fast and inconsiderately on footpaths and bridleways.  Please remember that:  

 

 Cyclists have no legal right to ride on a public 
footpath; although it is not a specific offence, it is a 
trespass against the landowner. 

 Cyclists do have a legal right to cycle on bridleways, 
provided they give way to walkers and to horse 
riders.   

 

 
 

The status of a right of way should be checked before using it.  If a route is not appropriate for 
cycling, it should not be used for that purpose.  All cyclists need to ride with care and 
consideration for others so that everyone is able to use and enjoy rights of way safely. 
 
 

https://gis1.westberks.gov.uk/applicationtemplates/onlinemap/
http://www.openaccess.naturalengland.org.uk/wps/portal/oasys/maps/Section4


 
 

 

Countryside and Towpath codes 
 
Everyone using public rights of way must abide by the Countryside Code.  It’s also important 
that the social distancing guidelines are observed and DEFRA has produced a special 
Coronavirus Countryside code which may be viewed here. 
 
Although the Kennet & Avon Canal Towpath is a public footpath, there are rights to cycle along 
it.  As part of it’s Share the Space, Drop your Pace campaign, the Canal and Rivers Trust has 
produced a Towpath Code to encourage everyone to be more aware of others when using the 
towpaths.  It has also produced advice on cycling on the towpath which sets out a few tips for 
cyclists to bear in mind.   
 
More information on using rights of way and accessing green spaces may be found on WBC’s 
Coronavirus PROW web site: https://info.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-residents-prows   
 

If you have any issues or queries, WBC’s Public Rights of Way team can be contacted on 
01635 519080 or by e-mailing prow@westberks.gov.uk  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The government has issued a request that people do not have barbecues or fires in the 
countryside, particularly during very dry weather, as just one spark could start a wildfire, 
destroying wildlife and habitats.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Another way of showing consideration for others and care for the environment is to take a bag 
for your rubbish with you.  Similarly, clearing up after your dogs is important.   
 
Littering spoils the countryside for others, harms wildlife and pollutes water.   
 

 
Litter at Blount’s Meadow 

These pictures were taken at Blount’s 
Meadow in June and give an idea of 
the quantities of rubbish visitors leave 
behind.   
 
Thank you to PRSC volunteers who 
continue to clear the meadows.  

Bottles at Blount’s Meadow 

 
If you go to the river or meadows over the summer, please do make sure to take your litter 
away when you leave.   
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code/the-countryside-code
https://www.facebook.com/DefraGovUK/videos/the-countryside-code/848907328918645/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/our-campaigns/share-the-space-our-towpath-code
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/blogs/waterfront/cycling-on-the-towpath
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-residents-prows
mailto:prow@westberks.gov.uk


 
 

M4 weekend closures  

 
Ongoing resurfacing work along the M4 between junctions 12 (Theale) and 15 (Swindon) is 
progressing.  We have been advised that, in order to replace all layers down to the foundations 
and to allow time for materials to harden, it will be necessary to close sections of the motorway 
for entire weekend periods.  The first of these full closures is scheduled as follows: 
 
9.00pm on Friday 3 July to 6.00am on Monday 6 July – M4 westbound junctions 13 to 14 
  
Looking ahead, the following weekend closures are also planned (dates subject to change): 

 Friday 4 to Monday 7 September – M4 westbound between junction 13 and junction 14  

 Friday 11 to Monday 14 September – M4 eastbound between junction 15 and junction 14 

 Friday 2 to Monday 5 October – M4 eastbound between junction 13 and junction 12  
  
Significant delays are expected during all weekend closures and drivers are advised to plan 
ahead and allow extra time for journeys.   
 
If you have any queries or would like more information, please call Highways England on 
0300 123 5000 or e-mail info@highwaysengland.co.uk. 
 
 

Reading Bridge closure 
 
Urgent gas main replacement work by Southern Gas Networks means Reading Bridge will be 
closed to vehicle traffic for approximately six weeks from Monday 29 June.  A signed diversion 
will be in in place and access to George Street will be from the north side of the bridge via the 
B3345.   
 
Access across the bridge will be maintained for pedestrians and cyclists.  In order to support 
social distancing, there will be two pedestrian walkways and two cycle paths across the bridge.  
 
For further information about this project, please see the web site www.sgn.co.uk/coronavirus 
or contact the Customer Service team on 0800 912 1700. 
 

 

 

Mapledurham fish pass 
 
The Environment Agency (EA) was due to start building a fish pass upstream of Mapledurham 
Lock earlier this year but, as a result of the coronavirus pandemic, deferred the work until 
things had settled down. 
 
We have now heard that the EA has taken the decision to put the works back a full year, so the 
work is now due to be carried out in April 2021. 

mailto:info@highwaysengland.co.uk
http://www.sgn.co.uk/coronavirus


 
 

Lockdown Wood Project 
 
The Newbury Friends of the Earth group has been working on a project which aims to mark the 
current lockdown and the impact of coronavirus.   
 
The project, Lockdown Wood Project, encourages local residents to find tree seedlings in their 
gardens and allotments while under lockdown (and during the ongoing period when 
movements outside the home are restricted and discouraged), to put them in pots and look 
after them in their own gardens.  The aim is to grow them on until they are big enough to plant 
into a new wood which will be called “Lockdown Wood”.   
 
The project and the wood are intended to commemorate this hugely difficult period of 
disruption and sacrifice which has impacted on us all, and local residents will be invited to 
dedicate a tree to someone who has been particularly affected by this pandemic, maybe a key 
worker or family member lost to the virus. 
 
Although this is a Friends of the Earth project, West Berkshire Council is supporting its aims and 
objectives by providing some land on which the saplings can be planted.  It is hoped that 
suitable land can be prepared and planted up this winter with saplings donated or purchased, 
while homegrown saplings are still too small to plant out.   
 
If you would like more information or are interested in participating in the project, please see 
the group’s Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/1462905093887423/ 
 
 

West Berkshire Museum and Shaw House  
 
West Berkshire Museum and Shaw House will be reopening next month.  In line with 
government guidance, both venues have been deep-cleaned, and have reception screens in 
place, hand sanitiser and hand-washing facilities.  Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) has 
been supplied for staff to use when necessary, and there will social distancing, queuing and 
one-way systems in place.  
 
At this stage, facilities will be limited, capacity will be reduced, and only contactless card 
payments at this stage will be taken. 
 
West Berkshire Museum is to re-open on Wednesday 15 July and will then be open every 
Wednesday to Friday from 10.00am to 4.00pm. 
 
Shaw House and grounds will re-open to the public on Saturday 18 July and will then be open 
every Saturday and Sunday from 11.00am to 4.00pm until the end of the summer season on 
Sunday 27 September. 
 
More information can be found on the web site - https://www.westberkshireheritage.org/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1462905093887423/
https://www.westberkshireheritage.org/


 
 

Village matters  
 

Volunteering opportunities 
 
Purley C of E Primary School has a vacancy for a Co-opted Governor to join the strong team of 
governors, where everyone supports each other and embraces the school ethos, “learn to love 
and love to learn”.  This is a valuable, voluntary position; co-opted governors contribute to 
fulfilling the normal functions of the school’s governing body although they need not be 
experts in the field of education themselves.    
 
Governors need to be able to attend 11 meetings, each of around 2½ hours, each year and, 
occasionally, to visit the school during the school day.  As well as support from existing 
governors, there is a wide range of training available through West Berkshire Council and 
online.  
 
If you would like to know more, please contact Selina Hall, Clerk to the Governors, via e-mail - 
clerk@purley.w-berks.sch.uk   
 
 

Trentham Bowling Club 
 

 

Trentham Bowling Club (www.trentham-bowls.co.uk) has been 
awarded a grant of National Lottery funding from Sport England’s 
Community Emergency Fund.  The grant will allow the club to 
cover regular outgoing commitments for utilities and to ensure 
maintenance costs for the upkeep of the bowling lawns and 
premises are covered over the coming months. 

 
The Community Emergency Fund is intended to help the sport and physical activity sector 
through the pandemic.  It is aimed at helping organisations which play a role in supporting the 
nation to be active, but who are experiencing short-term financial hardship due to the ongoing 
crisis.  Eligible organisations include local sports clubs forced to close at short notice but facing 
ongoing costs around maintenance and utility bills, and voluntary and community sector 
organisations who deliver or enable sport and physical activity. 
 
 

Purley Memorial Hall 
 
Like the Barn, the Memorial Hall has, so far, remained closed but the committee – chaired by 
Graham Rolfe – has the situation under review.  It is possible that events with small numbers of 
attendees might be soon possible, but there are a great deal of precautions and safety 
measures to consider and put in place before that can happen. 
 
Up-to-date information will be published on the Memorial Hall’s web site. 

http://www.purleyprimaryschool.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@purley.w-berks.sch.uk
http://www.trentham-bowls.co.uk/
http://www.sportengland.org/
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/community-emergency-fund
https://www.purleyonthames.org.uk/MemHall/


 
 

 

Purley Parish News 
 
The latest issue of Purley Parish News (PPN) is now available online here.  All being well, the 
next edition in September will be hard copy magazine.   
 
As a result of lockdown and the magazine being published online for a few months is that PPN 
subscription renewal is later than usual.  This year there are two options: 

 annual subscription for April 2020 to March 2021 is £4.00; or  

 two years’ annual subscription from April 2020 to March 2022 at a cost of £7.00. 
 
The slight reduction in price reflects the fact that there have been no printing costs for the last 
few months.   
 
Payment may be made online or by cash/cheque.  If you’d like to know more about how to 
subscribe, please e-mail ppnsubscriptions@gmail.com.  
 
 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us on: 
 

Claire Thompson, Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames.net 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames.net 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames.net  

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information, activities and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 
 
 

https://www.stmaryspurley.org.uk/web/multimedia/magazine?fbclid=IwAR3hh3dsEK1hqLl8LIV6VG6wOONuewF-Fr9s2TifDoOnIyOUYxe2LKRbVMg
mailto:ppnsubscriptions@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames.net
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

