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Parish Council matters  
 
What a strange year it has been for us all so far!  At the Parish Council we have continued to 
have virtual meetings on Zoom and generally found them very successful in allowing us to 
conduct our business.  We have little or no income from our facilities but we are pleased to see 
the sports and recreation areas back in action, albeit with some restrictions.  We are using this 
‘quiet’ time to do things that were scheduled but we can now do without disruption to users.   
 
Those of you who live in the lower village will know that the riverside has been hugely popular 
since lockdown was eased.  Parking problems in the surrounding roads have increased and the 
number 16 bus has been suspended on several days.  We are grateful to St Mary’s Church for 
offering their carpark to visitors.   
 
Enjoy the Summer and keep safe. 
 
Sue Briscoe 
Chair of the Parish Council 
 

 

 

Parish Council vacancies 
 

As no requests for an election were received during the statutory notice period, the process of 
co-opting a new Parish Councillor to fill the current vacancy has started.   
 
The application form is available from the Parish Office, Goosecroft Lane, or may be requested 
by ringing or e-mailing the officers (see contact details at the end of this Newsletter).  The 
deadline for submitting completed forms to the Parish Office is Monday 31 August 2020. 
 
Anyone who’d like more information about the role should contact Councillor Pam Beddoes, 
pam.beddoes@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The Parish Council has decided to take the opportunity to review the roles of all three officers 
before starting recruitment of a new Clerk, so the vacancy won’t be filled immediately.   
 
So far, the workload has been covered by councillors with support from the Assistant Clerk and 
Amenities Officer, but it’s hoped that the position will soon be covered by a locum Clerk. 
 
In the meantime, the Clerk’s e-mail is regularly monitored. 

mailto:pam.beddoes@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 
 

From the Parish Office 
 

Over the past few weeks, it has at last been possible to open more parish facilities such as 
playgrounds, although it continues to be essential that everyone observes social distancing 
regulations and uses hand sanitiser, gloves and masks as appropriate. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Although many other amenities have been reopened, it has been decided to keep the Barn at 
Goosecroft closed until at least September when the situation will be reviewed by councillors.  
As well as considering potential risks to users and hirers, the age and fabric of the building must 
also be borne in mind. 
 
The period of extended closure is to be used to carry out the ten-yearly survey and some 
high-level maintenance work inside the Barn.  We hope to give an update of all the work 
carried out in next month’s Newsletter. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Pikeshaw is a small, parish-owned area of woodland located off the A329 between 
Simons Close and Long Lane.  It is kept as natural as possible, with that in mind, some large logs 
were recently left on the site as habitat for small wildlife.  Sadly, the logs became a meeting 
point for youths following which a number of complaints about antisocial behaviour were 
received.  
 
In the end, it was agreed that the logs could not remain in Pikeshaw and, as there was stag 
beetle larva on them, they were safely moved to another site. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
As a way of cutting some of the Parish Council’s costs as much as possible, we had reduced 
collections of the large Grundon bins at Goosecroft as most of the facilities there were either 
closed or only partly open.   
 
Unfortunately, although authorised usage has been less during lockdown, individuals have 
been using the bins for their own rubbish and, when the bins are full, simply fly-tipping around 
them.  As a result, the collection cycle has had to be increased again. 
 



 
 

Number 16 bus 
 

Since the start of lockdown, ongoing parking problems in the bottom part of the village have 
been exacerbated, resulting in times when the number 16 bus has had to curtail its route 
because parked cars have blocked the road, making it impossible for the bus to reach its usual 
destination on Chestnut Grove.   
 

Recently, Parish Councillor Christine Collier and District/Parish Councillor Rick Jones attended a 
virtual meeting with Alok Sharma MP and representatives of both WBC’s Highways department 
and Reading Buses.  The two councillors gave details of the issues, and it was agreed that 
parking restrictions in the area would be extended, a process which is likely to take some time 
and will involve formal consultation of affected residents.   
 

On 29 July, Councillors Collier and Jones had a further on-site meeting with representatives of 
WBC's Highways and Transport departments and of Reading Buses to review the situation and 
to agree interim measures.  As a result, temporary yellow lines are to be installed on one side 
of Chestnut Grove (even side), Wintringham Way, Colyton Way and Brading Way; it's hoped 
this will encourage more parking on driveways and will keep the bus route clear.   
 

These temporary restrictions are expected to be in place by the end of August and, as well as 
keeping the bus route accessible, will help WBC determine the minimum level of additional 
restriction required.  Feedback from the consultation with residents will be taken into account 
when designing the final solution.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Thank you to St Mary’s Church for the kind offer of its car park for use by visitors and dog 
walkers.  This parking is on St Mary’s Avenue and there is no charge to use it.  If more people 
do use this facility, it will be a great help in keeping the roads clear for traffic, including the bus. 
 
 

Roadworks  
 

From 27 July to 21 September, SGN will be carrying out a programme of work to replace the 
gas main on the B471 Whitchurch Hill from the junction with High Street to just before Goring 
Heath Road.  Work started on 27 July and traffic lights will be in place until confirmation is 
received for a road closure from Hartslock Bridleway to the junction with Lower Hitch.  A signed 
diversion will be in place. 
 

For more information, please contact SNG Customer Services on 0800 912 1700 or see the web 
site - https://sgn.co.uk/ 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

From 3 to 7 August, there will be two-way traffic lights on the stretch of Long Lane between 
Orchard Close and Clarendon Rise. 

 

https://sgn.co.uk/


 
 

 

West Berkshire Council 
  

Subscription for WBC’s garden waste service is now open.  The 2020/21 collection period starts 
on 1 September 2020 and runs to 27 August 2021.  Anyone with an existing subscription needs 
to renew by 14 August in order to make sure there are no interruptions to their collections.   
 
More information and ways to subscribe may found here 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
West Berkshire Energy Switch is a scheme which gives residents the chanced to see if they can 
make savings on their fuel bills.  Subscription is free and without obligation and dates for the 
current scheme are as follows: 
 

• Registration – from 4 August 

• Auction – 6 October 

• Personal offers sent out – from 19 October 

• Acceptance phase closes at midnight on 17 November 
 
If you’d like to know more about the scheme or are interested in registering, please see WBC’s 
web site - https://info.westberks.gov.uk/communityswitch  
 
 

Environment – plastic in the River Thames 
 
Although the Thames is cleaner overall than it used to be in respect of pollutants such as trace 
metals, scientists have found that parts of the river have some of the highest recorded levels of 
microplastics of any river worldwide.   
 
The bulk of microplastics found came from the breakdown of large items, such as food 
packaging, but other forms of microplastics included balloons, elastic bands, glitter, and 
microbeads from cosmetics.  In some places, large numbers of “flushable” wet wipes had 
formed “reefs” along the shoreline. 
 
As well as polluting the river itself, crabs, birds, clams and fish have all been found to have 
ingested microplastics and fibres from the water. 
 
Although the stretch of river at Purley is not one of the worst affected areas, everyone is urged 
to be aware of the problem, particularly when using and disposing of single-use items including 
masks and gloves.   
 
The full article may be read here 
 

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/gardenwaste
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/communityswitch
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-53479635?fbclid=IwAR15u5FBuN6W3Q4KS-7-KAd5O_sXZ5yqr4kmyBCYefoiF7MUJlI5DR3j8-Q


 
 

 

Health 
 
A new online support network has been launched to help children and young people struggling 
with mental health difficulties.  The Youth Counselling service is called Kooth and is aimed at 11 
to 18 year olds.  It’s being pioneered by Berkshire West Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) in 
partnership with three local authorities and with support from Berkshire Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust and the voluntary sector.   
 
The online service is primarily aimed at dealing with issues around coronavirus, and will 
complement a range of other mental health support packages provided for youngsters in the 
area.   
 
For further information, please see www.kooth.com  
 
 

Village matters  
 

Volunteering opportunities 
 
The next Governors elections for the local NHS Ambulance Service will soon take place, and 
online Aspiring Governor Workshops will be held at 2.00pm on Thursday 6 August and at 
6.00pm on Wednesday 26 August.   
 

If you’d like to find out more about the role, please see www.scas.nhs.uk/elections/  or contact  
company.secretary@scas.nhs.uk 
 
 

What’s on  
 
Over the past month, lockdown restrictions have gradually been eased and venues have been 
able to reopen their doors to customers.  A few of the amenities available once more are listed 
here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Purley Horticultural Society’s Trading Store has reopened, although only on Saturdays from 
10.00am to 11.00am.  Customers are asked to follow all social distancing arrangements and to 
wear a mask while in the store.   
 
Please see the web site for more information. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.scas.nhs.uk/elections/
mailto:company.secretary@scas.nhs.uk
https://www.purleyonthames.org.uk/PHS/


 
 

 
Purley Memorial Hall is to open for a limited number of events during August.  Entry will be via 
the main entrance, exit will be via the Nicholls room fire exit doors; sanitation stations are in 
place at the entrance and exits.  Hirers will be responsible for complying with all regulations in 
force at the time of their hire.  A number of Special Conditions for Hirers have also been put in 
place and are available on the Memorial Hall web site. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The Mad Duck Café on Wintringham Way was able to reopen on Saturday 4 July.  Further 
details including opening times and menus may be found on the web site - 
https://themadduckcafe.co.uk/ 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Purley Sports and Social Club (PSSC) reopened a few weeks ago and non-members are also now 
welcome back at a cost of £2.00 per person (adults), payable at the door by credit card; a 
maximum of three visits is permitted before taking out membership.   
 
PSSC is open on Thursday 7.00-10.00pm, Friday 6.00-10.30pm, Saturday/Sunday 
12.00-8.00pm.  For more information, please see the web site - 
http://purleysportsandsocialclub.co.uk/ 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
Beale Park has reopened, although indoor areas such as Bertie’s Beasts and Bugs, the Toddler 
Village and the Indoor Picnic area remain closed, and the restaurant offers only a takeaway 
service.  There is controlled access to the gift shop, and everyone over 11 years old is asked to 
wear a mask in the ticket office, gift shop and restaurant.  For more details, please see here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Legoland Windsor reopened on Saturday 4 July and tickets need to be booked online in 
advance – details about the park, how to book, and the increased safety and hygiene measures 
can be found here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Henley River and Rowing Museum is reopening on Thursday 6 August.  The museum, including 
the special exhibition “Art of the Wild: Gertrude Hermes and the Natural World”, the café and 
the shop will open from 10.00am to 4.00pm, Thursday to Monday.  More information is 
available here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

https://www.purleyonthames.org.uk/MemHall/
https://themadduckcafe.co.uk/
http://purleysportsandsocialclub.co.uk/
https://www.bealepark.org.uk/
https://www.bealepark.org.uk/plan-your-visit/covid-briefing-changes-to-our-visitor-experience/
https://www.legoland.co.uk/our-company/coronavirus/reopening/
https://www.rrm.co.uk/
https://www.rrm.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/FAQs-Museum-Reopening-July-2020.pdf


 
 

 
The Ashmolean Museum in Oxford will reopen on Monday 10 August.  It will be open daily from 
10.00am to 5.00pm, and entry will be free but visitors do need to pre-book a timed slot online.  
There will be sanitation points, one-way systems, and everyone over 11 years old is asked to 
wear a face mark.  Further information for visitors may be found here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Berkshire Family History Society, continues to offer talks online and, in August, is holding three 
talks to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War.  The titles and 
timings of the talks may be found on the What's On page of the Parish Council web site. 
 
All talks cost £5.00 (£4.00 to members).  For full details and to pre-book, please see 
https://Berksfhs.org  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
If you have an event you’d like included on the What's On page, please contact the Assistant 
Clerk on the e-mail address below. 
 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office is now closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us on: 
 

Vacancy, Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames.net 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames.net 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames.net  

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information, activities and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 

https://www.ashmolean.org/plan-your-visit#widget-id-2152831
https://www.ashmolean.org/faqs
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true
https://berksfhs.org/
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames.net
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

