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Parish Council matters  
 
We are very pleased to welcome Justin Tate as our newest councillor.  Justin lives in the lower 
village with his young family.  He is a strong believer in the power of community to support 
residents’ well-being and mental health.  Justin has much to offer our community and we look 
forward to working with him. 
 
If the cooler weather and the implications of the virus are keeping you indoors, why not think 
about writing about your experiences of the past year?  As mentioned in last month’s 
Newsletter, the Parish Council is supporting Project Purley in compiling a picture of Purley on 
Thames under lockdown 2020.  We would like to record people’s experiences … the effects on 
their time, how it was spent, worries, diet, the good things which came out of it or anything 
else of importance to them.  We hope that all age-groups will contribute.  All the accounts will 
be compiled in a book which will be a permanent record, kept by Project Purley, our local 
history group.  
 
If you would just like to record a ‘thank you’ to someone for help that you received this year, 
that is important too.  Let us know the story.  If either you or anyone you mention in your 
contribution, would prefer to be anonymous, please change names or leave out personal 
details.  Please e-mail your piece to the Assistant Clerk or send it to the Parish Office – contact 
details are at the end of this Newsletter. 
 
As Christmas approaches you might be pleased to know that Pangbourne Post Office will soon 
be offering an outreach service to Purley.  Initially this will be just one afternoon each week but 
if it proves successful then we may be able to request more.  As I write, the specific details are 
not finalised but watch our noticeboards or the Parish Council website for more information. 
 
Sue Briscoe 
Chair of the Parish Council 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

From the Parish Office 
 
In line with latest guidance, visits to the Parish Office are to be kept to a minimum and, 
whenever there is more than one person in the office, face masks must be worn.  Social 
distancing and sanitation requirements must also be met. 
 

Officers will also minimise time they spend in the office; telephone messages will be picked up 
but the best form of contact will be e-mail.  All contact details are given at the end of this 
Newsletter. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The wooden noticeboard on the side of the Large Hall of the Barn 
at Goosecroft has now been removed as it was quite old and not 
in good condition. 
 
It has been replaced by a new, freestanding noticeboard, similar 
to those elsewhere around the village.  The new board has been 
installed next to the playground at Goosecroft where it is hoped 
it’ll be more visible. 

 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

As part of West Berkshire Council’s initiative to keep the 
need for precautions and distancing at the forefront of 
people’s minds, a new Covid-19 banner has been put on 
the fence at the top of Mapledurham Drive.  Another 
will be put up near the traffic lights at the end of Long 
Lane.  The original banner at Lister Close was vandalised 
but this too is to be replaced shortly.   

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

We are currently preparing for the outreach Post Office in the Barn.  There’s a great deal to 
consider, including just how to fit this in with work on the Barn which was highlighted by the 
recent ten-year survey.  Further meetings are planned to discuss all the issues, and it’s hoped 
the Purley Community Shop and Post Office Working Group will also be involved in the Post 
Office. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Although there is no meeting of full council in November, the three Standing Committees – 
Recreation, Highways and Footpaths, and Barn and Burial Ground – will each meet to agree 
budget recommendations for the Parish Council to consider at its meeting in December. 
 



 
 

Coronavirus – information and updates 
 

From Wednesday 14 October, the government introduced a new three-tier system for 
Coronavirus restrictions in the UK.  West Berkshire and Reading are currently both in Tier 1 
“medium” alert level.  This means we must continue to adhere to national guidance, including: 
 

• Washing hands regularly for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser; 

• Observing a social distance of two metres from anyone who is not part of your household 
or support bubble; 

• Wearing a face covering when asked to do so, including in shops and on public transport; 

• Meeting in groups of six or fewer; 

• Isolating and having a test if symptoms are shown. 
 

Regardless of alert levels, anyone who tests positive for Coronavirus or who has been 
contacted by NHS Test and Trace must self-isolate. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

One way to check which tier your area is in is to use the government’s online postcode checker. 

 
West Berkshire Council 
 

West Berkshire Council (WBC) is offering help to families who are struggling and need 
assistance with food or other forms of support via its Community Support Hub.  As well as 
providing direct support, the team gives advice about local groups and organisations which 
might be able to help. 
 

The Community Support Hub is open on Monday to Thursday from 8.30am to 5.00pm, and on 
Friday from 8.30am to 4.30pm.  More information may be found here, and anyone in need of 
help can contact the hub on 01635 503579 or by e-mailing westberksbct@westberks.gov.uk  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Each week Lynne Doherty, Leader of the Council, and Nick Carter, Chief Executive, write their 
“Coronavirus Weeknotes” about events at WBC.  In the latest edition, they discuss the support 
offered for families needing assistance in the current situation.   
 

These weekly updates may be found on WBC's web site.  

 
Flu vaccine 
 

Every year, the NHS offers the flu vaccine to help protect people at risk of flu and its 
complications.  This year, the vaccination is particularly important to those at higher risk from 
Coronavirus.   
 

For information about who should and should not have a vaccine please see the NHS web site. 

https://inews.co.uk/news/uk/postcode-checker-covid-what-tier-my-area-map-tiers-areas-explained-713947
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/supporthub
mailto:westberksbct@westberks.gov.uk
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-weeklyupdates
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/


 
 

Village matters  
 

Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) 
 
Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) is a community group 
for Purley on Thames which was formed in March 2020.  
It has identified a number of key themes to work 
towards in order to increase local awareness of the 
natural environment around us and what we can do as 
a community to protect it.  
 

If you’d like to know more about PSG and the key themes it’s working towards, or if you’re 
interested in becoming a member, please see the group’s Facebook page (search for “Purley 
Sustainability Group”) or contact purleysustainability@gmail.com 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

This autumn/winter, PSG is supporting the Warmer Streets initiative, a discount scheme 
developed by the West Berkshire Climate Action Network (WBCAN) in order to help households 
make the best use of the government’s time-limited Green Homes Grant.  As part of the 
Warmer Streets scheme, WBCAN has negotiated a special offer with InstaGroup, an approved 
home insulation company, so that an additional discount will be given on the cost of cavity wall 
or loft insulation when it’s installed using the Green Homes Grant. 
 
If you’d like to know more about saving money on insulating your home, please contact 
InstaGroup by e-mailing sales@instagroup.co.uk or calling 0800 526023 – do make sure to 
mention the Warmer Streets scheme in order to claim the discount! 

 
The Mad Duck Café  
 
Thank you to The Mad Duck on Wintringham Way for giving support to local families during the 
half term holidays by offering free hot meals and fruit to children. 
 
If you’d like to support this initiative, donations can be made via the GoFundMe page. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A message from Mandy and Donna at The Mad Duck: 
 

If any parents out there are in need of a little help, we are here for 
you.  Just send us a text or give us a call and we’ll happily provide a 

hot meal and fruit for your child or children.  Discretion and 
confidentiality are key, so please don’t be afraid to ask. 

 

Text/Call – 07429 232316 
 

Please note: this offer is exclusive to residents of Purley on Thames 
 

mailto:purleysustainability@gmail.com
http://www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/pages/green-homes-grant
mailto:sales@instagroup.co.uk
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-purley-resident-children-have-school-meals?utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all


 
 

 
 

Hallowe’en 
 
Hallowe’en, Halloween, All Hallows’ Eve – whichever name you like to give it, it is an event 
celebrated on 31 October which, this year, falls on a Saturday.  An article giving some 
background and traditions from around the world may be read here. 
 

This year, the advice is to celebrate more cautiously than usual and to do everything possible 
not to spread coronavirus, so things like trick-or-treating are discouraged.  Some ideas for safe 
ways to enjoy Hallowe’en include: 
 

• Carve or decorate pumpkins as a household; 

• Make spooky decorations to decorate your home; 

• Hallowe’en scavenger hunt – give children a list of themed things to look for on walks; 

• Instead of going out trick-or-treating, hide sweets or small items for your children to find; 

• Have a Hallowe’en costume competition – this could be done virtually with other 
households; 

• Hold a Hallowe’en-themed storytelling or film night; 

• Make Hallowe’en food – from pumpkin soup to spooky cup cakes and spider biscuits, there 
are lots of ideas and recipes online. 

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Most Hallowe’en and half-term events, even if outdoors, are likely to require booking and it’s 
always worth double-checking to make sure events haven’t been cancelled.  Below are a few of 
the events which are still going ahead in the area; please see web sites for further information. 
 

Beale Park is holding various events over half-term and Hallowe’en, including a family discovery 
trail and a pumpkin carving competition.   
 

Circus Wonderland is in Palmer Park, Reading, until Sunday 1 November – see the web site for 
information, social distancing measures and to book. 
 

Basildon Park – the house will be open for timed visits until Sunday 1 November; all visits to the 
house and gardens must be booked in advance via the web site.  
 

The Museum of English Rural Life – is running “Object Encounters” sessions over half term, as 
well has offering “family friendly” stories of light and dark in folklore on Saturday 31 October. 
 

Legoland Windsor is holding a “Brick or Treat” event until Sunday 1 November, and then again 
from Friday 6 to Sunday 8 November. 
 
 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/29/halloween-2020-trick-or-treating-cancelled-covid-pumpkins-traditions/
https://www.bealepark.org.uk/plan-your-visit/whats-on/
http://www.circuswonderland.com/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/basildon-park
https://merl.reading.ac.uk/whats-on/
https://www.legoland.co.uk/explore/special-events/brick-or-treat/


 
 

 

Bonfire Night 
 
As 5 November approaches, many people would usually be planning to go to a firework display 
to commemorate Guy Fawkes’s failed attempt to blow up the Houses of Parliament in 1605.  
This year, however, gatherings are restricted so most local events and fairgrounds have had to 
be cancelled.   
 
Anyone planning to celebrate by having fireworks or a bonfire in their garden should make sure 
they check and follow the safety advice as well as guidelines for social distancing.  It’s kind to 
forewarn neighbours and advise them to keep their pets safely indoors, and please do also 
consider wildlife when letting off fireworks or having a bonfire. 
 
 

Poppy Appeal 
 
Each year, those who have served and died defending the nation are remembered on 
11 November.  This year will be a little different because of social distancing and restrictions on 
size of gatherings – for example, the annual 11.00am service at the Cenotaph in London will be 
closed to the public. 
 
Poppies will be available for sale but, instead of the usual face-to-face collections, they can be 
bought online, in supermarkets, and so on.   
 
More information and ideas for ways to support the Poppy Appeal remotely can be found on 
the Royal British Legion’s web site. 
 
 
 

What’s on  
 

On Thursday 5 November, Berkshire Family History Society is holding an online talk, “Living 
Through the English Civil War”, describing how ordinary people in and around Reading were 
affected when the soldiers arrived.  For information and booking details, please see 
https://Berksfhs.org.  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Thursday 5 November is Guy Fawkes/Bonfire Night. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Wednesday 11 November is Remembrance Day. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal
https://berksfhs.org/


 
 

 
Reading Climate Festival will be held from Monday 9 to Sunday 15 November.  This is a week of 
free, online events to inspire people to act on climate change.  The full programme may be 
seen here – click on the link for event details. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 
 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us on: 
 

Helen Broughton, Locum Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames.net 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames.net 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames.net  

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information, activities and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 
 
 

https://readingcan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Reading-Climate-Festival-2020-Programme.pdf
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames.net
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

