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Parish Council matters  
 
Firstly, an update on Purley’s proposed outreach Post Office service.  A very helpful meeting 
was held between the Parish Council and the PO Pangbourne but, sadly, it became clear that it 
won’t be possible to offer the new service before next year – PO staff have other commitments 
at this time of year and there is a great deal to organise on a project like this.  The second 
lockdown obviously hasn’t helped.  Still, the delay does give us more time to set things up, to 
arrange volunteer support from Purley Community Shop and PO working group, and to make 
sure people are aware when the service does go live – keep an eye out for further news on this! 
 
If you’ve been planning to write about your lockdown experience, to be kept by Project Purley 
in its archive about life in Purley on Thames, it’s not too late!  Please tell us about what life was 
like for you during 2020, in what ways the pandemic affected you, how you felt and the impact 
it has had … tell us anything which has been important to you.  You don’t need to give your 
name if you don’t want to.  You have until the end of January to send your memories to the 
Parish Office or by email to the assistant clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames.net – all are 
welcome. 
 
From time to time some roads and a few houses in the lower village flood.  When it happens 
the flood wardens put on their wellies or waders and help people cope with the situation.    
Residents who are unsteady on their feet or housebound welcome a friendly face and someone 
making sure they don’t run out of food.  Being a Flood Warden is not a difficult or dangerous 
job, but it’s something you can do to help in the community.  Usually the floods last only a 
short while and they don’t happen every year but we need to be ready in case.  If you would 
like to know more or to join the volunteer flood wardens, please get in touch with the locum 
clerk (clerk@purleyonthames.net).  Our website has guidance from the Environment Agency 
and West Berkshire Council about how to prepare for and cope with a flood.  You can register 
for flood warnings from the EA Floodline on 0845 988 1188 or online by visiting 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk. 
 
Sue Briscoe 
Chair of the Parish Council 
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From the Parish Office 
 
For some time, there have been issues with deliveries to Goosecroft, particularly to the 
bungalow; the property’s address was 41b Beech Road which, understandably, caused some 
confusion.  A few months ago, we requested a change of address and new postcode to cover 
the whole of Goosecroft, including the social club, Barn, office, burial ground and recreation 
facilities, and we’re now very pleased to announce that the new details are now officially in 
place.   
 
Our new address is therefore The Parish Office, Goosecroft Lane, Purley on Thames RG8 8BW. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Although the Parish Office remains closed to the public, councillors and officers continue to 
carry out parish business.  The best way to contact officers is by e-mail (addresses are at the 
end of this newsletter) but messages left on the office telephone will also be picked up as 
regularly as possible. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
If you feel that anyone has been of particular help and support to you and your family over the 
past year, please don’t forget to send your “thank you” messages to the assistant clerk – either 
to the office or by e-mail to asstclerk@purleyonthames.net. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The notice board outside the old Post Office and shop on Purley Rise has now been removed. 
 
The remaining notice boards remain in place around the village, and there are also map boards 
on Purley Rise (by the bus stop at the top of Nursery Gardens) and at the end of Mapledurham 
Drive. 
 
In the event of flooding, a warning notice will be displayed in the notice boards outside the 
shop on Colyton Way, outside Purley Park Social Club, and at the end of Mapledurham Drive. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
As well as Barn maintenance suggested by the structural survey, other work planned for the 
next couple of months includes having new, energy efficient streetlights installed on Footpath 5 
(by Pikeshaw), and replacing the old plot numbers on the allotments with new plaques.   
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Coronavirus – information and updates 
 

From Wednesday 2 December, when the current lockdown ends, West Berkshire will be in the 
new “high” tier of restrictions.  This means: 
 

• No mixing of households apart from support bubbles indoors, and a maximum of six people 
can meet out of doors 

• Personal care services (such as hairdressers), shops and gyms will reopen 

• Pubs and bars remain closed unless they operate as restaurants; hospitality venues can 
serve alcohol only with substantial meals and venues must close by 11.00pm (last orders to 
be taken at 10.00pm) 

• Travel must be minimised; working from home is encouraged 

• Early years centres, schools, colleges and universities will be open 
 
Tiers will be reviewed every two weeks.  The “hands, face, space” guidance should still be 
observed to help reduce transmission of the virus. 
 
More information about the local restriction tier system may be found on the government web 
site 
 
Further detail about post-lockdown restrictions locally may be seen here - West Berkshire 
Council - post-lockdown restrictions in West Berkshire - information 
 
Restrictions on specific areas may be checked using the postcode finder 
 
 

Mental health 
 

The current situation is challenging for everyone but can be particularly difficult for anyone 
who has mental health issues.  A winter lockdown – with cold, dark nights and limited social 
contact – is likely to be a struggle for many people so it’s important to look out for family, 
friends and neighbours, and to offer support where possible.   
 
Sources of help for those with mental health issues include: 
 

• Shout – www.giveusashout.org/ - is the UK’s first 24/7 text service.  It is free on all major 
mobile networks and can be used by anyone who is struggling to cope.  For immediate help 
at any time, text 85258. 

• Samaritans – www.samaritans.org/ - provides confidential, non-judgmental emotional 
support for those experiencing feelings of despair or distress.  You can phone, email, write a 
letter or in most cases talk to someone face to face – telephone 116 123 (24 hours a day, 
free to call). 

• Mind – www.mind.org.uk/ - has an infoline which can be called on 0300 123 3393 from 
9.00am to 6.00pm, Monday to Friday.  Alternatively, e-mails info@mind.org.uk, or text 
86463. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/37686/Post-lockdown-restrictions-in-West-Berkshire
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/37686/Post-lockdown-restrictions-in-West-Berkshire
https://www.gov.uk/find-coronavirus-local-restrictions
http://www.giveusashout.org/
http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.mind.org.uk/
mailto:info@mind.org.uk


 
 

Thames Valley Police  
 
Thames Valley Police (TVP) has issued the following guidance on how to reduce the risk of 
becoming a burglary victim this winter.   
 

• Lock doors and windows.  Double-lock uPVC doors by lifting the handle and locking with the 
key.  Keys should be taken out of locks and put out of sight and reach. 

• Keep valuables out of sight from doors and windows. 

• Mark your valuables using a UV pen and register them on the national property register at 
www.immobilise.com. 

 

When you are out, burglars can be deterred if your home appears to be occupied.  
 

• Double check doors and windows are locked.   

• Timer switches can light living rooms, and a TV simulator gives the appearance of having a 
television on.   

• Invite a neighbour to park on your drive while you are away.  
 

More information is available in the free Home Security Guide which can be downloaded here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

TVP has issued a list of some of various online, telephone, post, e-mail and text scams around 
at the moment, some of which have been going for a few years, others are new.   
 
The list is on the Thames Valley Alert web site and may be seen by clicking here 
  
 

Online shopping guidance 
 

Having just had Black Friday and with Christmas in people’s minds, the National Cyber Security 
Centre, Action Fraud and the Thames Valley Police have launched mini campaigns to give 
guidance on how to shop securely online.   
 

• National Cyber Security Centre (NSCS) has issued its updated online shopping guidance. 

• Action Fraud has launched its #FraudFreeChristmas campaign.  More information and 
advice on how to protect yourself from becoming a victim of fraud may be found here. 

• TVP will be circulating guidance and advice relevant to both campaigns via external facing 
social media outlets, including the @TVPCyber_Fraud Twitter account. 

 

Advice from TVP is to watch out for phishing e-mails or texts as some of those making amazing 
offers may contain links to fake web sites.  If in doubt, do not use the link but visit the web site 
by putting in the URL instead.  Suspicious e-mails can be reported by forwarding the message 
to report@phishing.gov.uk; Suspicious texts can be forwarded to 7726. 
 
Anyone who suspect they might have been a victim of fraud should contact their bank, and also 
report the matter to Action Fraud online – actionfraud.police.uk – or by calling 0300 123 2040. 

http://www.immobilise.com/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/home-security-guide/
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/da/348597/INFORMATION_ON_CURRENT_SCAMS.html
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/shopping-online-securely
https://twitter.com/actionfrauduk
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/news/action-fraud-launches-new-campaign-to-fight-back-against-fraud-this-christmas
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk


 
 

 

West Berkshire Council 
 

West Berkshire Council (WBC) will be distributing a new Covid 19 leaflet through letterboxes.  
The leaflet will give details of local support available, give links to government guidance, and 
introduce WBC’s local contact tracing system.  Everyone is encouraged to take the time to read 
the information carefully. 
 

Please note that the information given about the tier arrangement was correct when the leaflet 
was put together but have changed since.  The amended restrictions are available here  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

West Berkshire Lottery is a weekly lottery which directly supports local good causes and 
community initiatives.  For each £1.00 ticket, 50p goes towards the cause you choose, with 
another 10p going towards other causes in West Berkshire.  The draw takes place every 
Saturday and there’s a weekly jackpot of £25,000 to be won. 
 
A number of Purley-based organisations can now be chosen from the list of causes, including 
Green Purley, Purley on Thames Cricket Club, Purley Sustainability Group, Purley Sports and 
Social Club, Purley Pre-school.  If you’d like to find out more or buy a ticket, please see the web 
site – www.westberkshirelottery.co.uk  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
WBC is launching a new Covid Winter Grant Scheme to help pay for food, utility bills and 
essential supplies between December 2020 and March 2021.  Please see here to read more 
about the scheme. 
 
 
 

Christmas bubble 
 
From 23 to 27 December, it will be possible to form an exclusive “Christmas bubble” with 
people from no more than three households.  Travel between tiers will be permitted and those 
in a Christmas bubble will be able to meet together in private homes.   
 
Each Christmas bubble will be exclusive, however, so no one can be in more than one and it will 
not be possible to transfer from one bubble to another.  It is also recommended that contact 
with anyone outside the exclusive Christmas bubble is limited both before and after the time 
period, in order to protect everyone as much as possible. 
 
The full guidance on Christmas arrangements may be read here 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know
http://www.westberkshirelottery.co.uk/
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/37698
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/making-a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family/making-a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family


 
 

 

Keep warm keep well 
 

Public Health England has issued a “Keep warm keep well” leaflet on being prepared for cold 
weather.  This is particularly important this year as people who are vulnerable to the impact of 
colder temperatures are likely to overlap with those who are most susceptible to coronavirus.   
 
The leaflet may be seen here; as well as giving advice on staying well in cold weather, it also 
covers issues such as financial help, the ‘flu vaccine, heating advice, and gives a list of helpful 
resources. 
 
 

Brexit Transition  
 
The Brexit transition period ends at the end of 2020 and, from 1 January 2021, new rules will 
be in place for both individuals and businesses. 
 
If you’d like to check how you and your family will be affected, you can get a personalised list of 
actions by answering a few questions on the government web site  
 
 

Roads 
 
The M4 will be closed in both directions between junction 10 (Wokingham/Bracknell) and 
junction 12 (Theale) over the weekend of 4 to 7 December.  This is to allow contractors to 
continue carriageway resurfacing, as well as installation of a gantry and putting in road 
markings. 
 
The motorway will close from 8.00pm on Friday 4 December, reopening by 6.00am on Monday 
7 December.  Traffic will be diverted along the A33, B3270 and A329M. 
 
A further complete closure is planned for the following weekend, 11 to 14 December, between 
junctions 5 (Langley) and 6 (Slough/Windsor) while a bridge is demolished. 
 
For more information, visit the Highways England website or call the customer contact centre 
on 0300 123 5000. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
There will be an overnight closure of Whitchurch Road in Pangbourne, between Thames 
Avenue and Reading Road, on Monday 14/Tuesday 15 December while Network Rail carries out 
a safety check of the railway bridge.  The road will be closed from 10.00pm to 4.00am, and a 
signed diversion will be in place.  Please see here for more information.  
 
 

file:///C:/Users/Sarah/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/E0SEODRH/keep_warm_keep_well_2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/transition
http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/traffic
https://one.network/?tm=GB119773193


 
 

 

Village matters  
 

The Mad Duck Café  
The Mad Duck Café on Wintringham Way is currently hosting a “Duck Shop” with locally-made 
Christmas craft items may be bought.  The café is offering a takeaway service during lockdown 
as well as having beauty products, apples, eggs and potatoes for sale. 
 
For more information, please see the web site – themadduckcafe.co.uk – or Facebook page. 
 

 

Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) 
 
Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) is giving an online presentation about the proposal for a 
Community Orchard, from 7.30pm on Wednesday 2 December, and all residents of Purley on 
Thames are invited to attend.  If you’d like to join the meeting, please e-mail 
purleysustainability@gmail.com by Tuesday 1 December so that further details and the Zoom 
information can be sent to you. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

PSG is working with a local cycle training specialist to offer adult cycle safety sessions to anyone 
who would like to cycle more but lacks confidence and experience.  Sessions are expected to 
last three hours and cost around £15.00 to £20.00 per person (bike hire is included).  Aspects 
covered will include bike checks, signalling and road positioning.  Please e-mail  
purleysustainability@gmail.com to reserve a place. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

More information about PSG can be found by searching for “Purley Sustainability Group” on 
Facebook.  
 
 

What’s on  
 

This year it won’t be possible to hold the Living Advent Calendar in Reading, but there will be a 
Digital Advent Calendar available online through December.  Please see here for details.  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

From Tuesday 1 December, Reading Rotary is holding its annual Santa Run, although this year 
the event will be “virtual” and participants may choose how far and when to run (so long as it’s 
in the month of December).  For more information, please see here  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

https://themadduckcafe.co.uk/
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At 7.30pm on Wednesday 2 December PSG is giving a virtual presentation about the proposal 
for a community Orchard in Purley on Thames – see item above. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Tree Dressing Day falls on the first weekend of December and is a chance for communities to 
join together to celebrate their shared leafy friends, and is a time to reflect on the social and 
cultural history of an area, and the role trees have played in shaping its story.  Background and 
further information can be found here  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The pantomime Beauty and the Beast will be running from Saturday 5 December 2020 to 
Sunday 3 January 2021 in the Hexagon, Reading.  For details, dates and booking, see here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Friday 11 December is Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

From Friday 4 December 2020 to Sunday 3 January 2021, the Corn Exchange in Newbury is 
hosting the pantomime, Aladdin – see the web site for information and booking.  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 

 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us: 
 

Helen Broughton, Locum Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames.net 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames.net 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames.net  

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 

https://www.commonground.org.uk/tree-dressing-day/
https://berks.ankle-biters.co.uk/event/beauty-and-the-beast-panto-at-the-hexagon-reading/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day
https://www.ents24.com/newbury-events/corn-exchange/aladdin/6084092
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames.net
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http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

