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Happy Christmas and 
best wishes for 2021 to 

everyone in Purley on Thames from 
all at the Parish Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

From the editor 
 
This has been a difficult newsletter to compile simply because of all the unexpected changes 
sprung upon us all in a matter of only a few days – from tier 2 to a newly created tier 4, barely 
hesitating at tier three along the way!  Hopefully, following the necessary updates, changes and 
deletions, there are still items of interest and relevance, as well as some positive messages of 
community spirit and support.   
 
The past nine months since the first lockdown started (a year ago, who’d’ve thought we’d be 
saying “lockdown”, let alone putting “first” in front of it?) have been unexpectedly difficult and 
challenging for everyone.  But it isn’t all bad; it has been truly amazing and heart-warming to 
see how people have pulled together, helped each other out, kept one another going through 
the most difficult times. 
 
January is generally recognised as being a rather bleak month.  It tends to seem rather flat after 
the excitement of Christmas and new year, many are short of money after the holiday season, 
the weather is either wet or cold – or both.   
 
But, in 2021, it would be lovely to take the chance to improve January’s image by including any 
positive messages from you in the next Parish Council Newsletter.  Whether it’s a piece of 
doggerel, a sketch, your feedback on a very different Christmas – any good things you have to 
share – please do send them to asstclerk@purleyonthames.net  
 
Happily, we have some wonderful, seasonal examples to share already – both contributors 
have asked to remain anonymous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tier 4 Jingle Bells 
 
Jingle bells, jingle bells 
Jingle on the tree 
Oh what fun it is to stay 
At home just you and me. 
 
Not driving to tier 2 
On a crowded road all day 
But sitting safe at home 
Laughing that we may! 
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Twas the week before Christmas ... 
 
Twas the week before Christmas 
And all round the house 
There was hope and excitement 
And very few doubts 
That we’d all get together, 
Some days of good cheer 
With food, fun and laughter 
Forget the bad year! 
 
Then Boris stepped out 
And broke the bad news. 
Then ‘bubbles’ and ‘normal’ 
Was replaced by the ‘blues’. 
‘‘I’ve ordered my turkey 
sprouts, ‘champers’ and more! 
Will Santa still visit 
When we’re in Tier 4?’’ 
 
But hey, count your blessings 
You can do it your way! 
Drink, eat when you want 
And sleep the next day. 
If you’re missing the family 
All in the same room 
Switch on the computer, 
And then have a ‘Zoom’! 
 
 
With apologies to Clement Clarke Moore 
 

 



 
 

 

Parish Council matters  
 

From the Parish Office 
 
At its meeting in December, the Parish Council decided not to hold the official Grant Awards 
scheme this year; unfortunately, the pandemic has had a severe impact on income so the 
money simply is not available.  Requests may be considered as received throughout the year. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

Further to last month’s item about the amended 
address and new postcode covering the whole of 
Goosecroft, a smart new plaque has been put on 
the side of “The Goosecroft Bungalow” 

 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Now the colder weather is with us, please do contact the Amenities Officer – either by e-mail 
or by leaving a message on the office telephone – to let him know if you notice the salt in any 
of the bins needs topping up. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Don’t forget to let us know if you feel anyone has been of particular support to you, your family 
or the community generally over the past year.   
 

Messages of thanks to those who have given their time and energy to helping others should be 
sent to the assistant clerk – they can be delivered to the office or sent by e-mail to 
asstclerk@purleyonthames.net. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Damaged tarmac in the Burial Ground at Goosecroft is due to be repaired in early January, and 
work will also be carried out to make good the potholes on Goosecroft Lane.  Access to the site 
will be affected, although disruption will be kept to a minimum, so anyone planning to visit 
Goosecroft should please heed the signs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2020/21 Christmas and New Year holiday 
 

Please note that the Parish Office will 
officially be closed for Christmas from 

Tuesday 22 December 2020 until 
Friday 1 January 2020 inclusive 
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Christmas and New Year rubbish collections 
 
Collections will remain as scheduled until Thursday 24 December, inclusive. 
 
Friday 25 December – will be collected on Tuesday 29 December 
Monday 28 December – will be collected on Wednesday 30 December 
Tuesday 29 December – will be collected on Thursday 31 December 
Wednesday 30 December – will be collected on Saturday 2 January 2021 
Thursday 31 December – will be collected on Monday 4 January  
Friday 1 January – will be collected on Tuesday 5 January  
Monday 4 January – will be collected on Wednesday 6 January 
Tuesday 5 January – will be collected on Thursday 7 January  
Wednesday 6 January – will be collected on Friday 8 January 
Thursday 7 January – will be collected on Saturday 9 January 
Friday 8 January – will be collected on Monday 11 January  
Monday 11 January – will be collected on Tuesday 12 January 
Tuesday 12 January – will be collected on Wednesday 13 January  
Wednesday 13 January – will be collected on Thursday 14 January  
Thursday 14 January – will be collected on Friday 15 January  
Friday 15 January – will be collected on Saturday 16 January 
 
Collections will return to normal from Monday 18 January 2021. 
 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
 
From Monday 5 January until Friday 29 January, real Christmas trees may be left by your 
recycling collection and will be removed, even if you do not subscribe to the garden waste 
service.  Please make sure all pots, decorations and lights are removed from trees.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Coronavirus – information and updates 
 

On Saturday 19 December, West Berkshire moved from Tier 2 to Tier 3 (very high alert) 
coronavirus restrictions.  A further statement by the Prime Minister that same day explained 
that most of the south and south east of the country would move to the new Tier 4 from 
Sunday 20 December.  The increased restrictions were due to a new variant of the virus which 
seems to be passed on very easily. 
 
General guidance for Tier 4 is that no meetings are permitted indoors except with people in the 
same household or support bubble, and outdoor meetings may be with only one person from 
another household.  Overall, the advice is to stay at home as much as possible and to continue 
with precautions such as washing hands, wearing masks and observing social distancing. 
 
Sadly, the new rules will not be relaxed for Christmas for those in Tier 4, which means that 
Christmas bubbles are no longer permitted. 
 
Further information about Tier 4 restrictions can be seen here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
From Monday 14 December, the number of days required to self-isolate was reduced from 
14 to ten days.  It is a legal requirement to self-isolate if: 
 

• You have coronavirus symptoms (and arrange a test); 

• You have a positive test result; 

• You are are told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace; 

• You are living with someone who has symptoms or a positive test result. 
 
Self-isolation means staying at home and not going outside at all, including to work or shop. 
 
More information about the period required for self-isolation may be found here. 
 
 
 

Free flu vaccination 
 
This year, because of coronavirus, the free flu vaccination programme has been extended to 
include 50 to 64 year olds.  Anyone who is invited by their GP to have the vaccine is encouraged 
to take up the offer. 
 
For more information about eligibility and how to book your flu jab, please see here 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-19-december-2020
https://content.govdelivery.com/landing_pages/19700/f7abc53cecfc7d1852305efa819fccec
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-chief-medical-officers-statement-on-the-self-isolation-period-11-december-2020
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/


 
 

West Berkshire Council 
 

 

West Berkshire Council (WBC) has launched 
its “Stay safe at Christmas” campaign to 
encourage everyone to continue following 
the government’s coronavirus guidance in 
order to protect family and friends. 

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Anyone who is in financial hardship because of the pandemic may be eligible for support 
through WBC’s Covid Winter Grant Scheme.   
 

So far, over 1,000 grants totalling £228,000 have been issued to help people pay for food, 
utility bills and essential household supplies.  The scheme will include making Free School Meal 
vouchers available to eligible five to 16 year-olds during the Christmas and February school 
holidays; details on this will be announced once they’re finalised.   
 

The scheme will run from 1 December 2020 to 31 March 2021, and the deadline for 
applications is 15 March 2021.   
 

For further information, please see Frequently Asked Questions. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The latest weekly update from Lynne Doherty, Leader of the Council, and Nick Carter, Chief 
Executive, on how the pandemic is affecting West Berkshire may be read here. 

 
Community Support  
 

• WBC’s Community Support Hub is available to those who need assistance because of the 
impact of coronavirus.  The hub is open from 8.30am to 5.00pm on Monday to Thursday 
and from 8.30am to 4.30pm on Friday, and can be contacted by calling 01635 503579, by 
e-mailing westberksbct@westberks.gov.uk, or via the online form.  

 

The hub will be closed from 24 to 28 December, reopening on 29 December.  For 
emergencies during this period, please call 01635 42161. 

 

• Over the Christmas period the NHS Volunteer Responders can provide urgent support for 
people who are self-isolating, clinically extremely vulnerable or are a carer.  More 
information may be found on the web site - Support Services | NHS Volunteer Responders – 
or they may be contacted on 0808 196 3646 (8.00am to 8.00pm, seven days a week). 

  

• Please see COVID19 Find a Community Support Group - West Berkshire Council to find local 
support groups. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMTEuMzE5MjU4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvdGllci0yLWhpZ2gtYWxlcnQifQ.kqzOB28fsMvY7QLKArcsKGHK2ii9YgpHZpneyHqstmk/s/1147731664/br/91582572439-l
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-support
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/covidwintergrantfaq
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-weeklyupdates
mailto:westberksbct@westberks.gov.uk
https://citizen.westberks.gov.uk/communitysupportrequest
https://nhsvolunteerresponders.org.uk/services
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/findcommunitysupport


 
 

 

Village matters  
 

The Mad Duck Café Christmas Carol Singalong 
 
Very sadly, the Mad Duck Café’s socially-distanced Christmas singalong planned for 
24 December has had to be cancelled because of the latest changes to tiers and restrictions.   
 
 

Purley Sustainability Group  
 
Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) would like to thank all the residents who attended its online 
presentation of proposed plans for a Community Orchard, the feedback was very positive and 
encouraging.   

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

In order to support sustainable transport, PSG is liaising with Pangbourne and Whitchurch 
Sustainability (PAWS) to increase local cycling facilities.  Secure cycle parking facilities in 
Pangbourne are currently limited, so it is hoped that additional sites will be installed.   
 
As part of this project, PSG will be launching a survey to identify how many residents of Purley 
on Thames currently cycle between the villages, and how many more people would cycle if 
they felt the route was safer.   

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

PSG is working with other local groups to increase plastic recycling in the community and, as 
part of this, will be collecting large sweet, chocolate and cracker tubs – such as Celebrations, 
Heroes, Quality Street and Jacob’s – made from plastic code 5 material (to find the plastic code, 
turn the container over and look for the small triangle embossed with a plastic code number).  
The collected items will be sold to UK manufacturers for recycling into new products in the UK 
and all funds raised will go to Macmillan Cancer Support.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

For more information about any of the above, please e-mail purleysustainability@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

What’s on  
 
There’s still time to do a Santa Run before the end of the month – information about the 
Berkshire MS Therapy Centre’s run can be found here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

mailto:purleysustainability@gmail.com
https://www.bmstc.org/santa-running


 
 

 
Looking ahead, RED (Run Every Day) January is a community initiative which encourages people 
to support their mental health by doing something active – cycling, walking swimming, as well 
as running – every day, starting with January.  For 2021, funds raised by Red January will go to 
its official charity partner, Sport in Mind. 
 
For more information, please see the web site – redtogether.co.uk     

 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public because of the pandemic 
you are welcome to contact us by calling 0118 984 4507 and leaving a 
message, or you may deliver things via the letterbox outside the office.  
We also continue to access our e-mails: 
 

Helen Broughton, Locum Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames.net 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames.net 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames.net  

 

Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
– for further information and updates. 
 

If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council 
Newsletter, please ask them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail 
address they’d like us to use. 

 

Happy 

Christmas 

 

If you have an item you’d like included in this Newsletter, please contact the Assistant Clerk. 
 

https://redtogether.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames.net
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames.net
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

