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Parish Council matters  
 
I hope you have not felt too besieged by the combined forces of the ‘Beast from the East’, 
floods and the virus?  February was quite a month but Purley continues to show its community 
spirit and resilience.  We know that there are many local people who have spent the past year 
looking out for their neighbours, getting shopping, prescriptions and generally bringing 
kindness to those house-bound by the virus.  Thank you!  
 
A different kind of Purley teamwork resulted from the floods in the lower village.  Volunteer 
Flood Wardens put on their yellow vests and waders to check on people living in homes 
affected by the water.  They liaised with West Berkshire Council’s Emergency Team and advised 
on strategies for getting out through the water.  The wardens arranged mail delivery,  

 
Delivering cleaning supplies by canoe 

requested a change of bus route and ensured parked 
cars were moved so that the bus could turn in the 
church car park.  They monitored the levels of water in 
different areas of the village and cleared debris out of 
drains.  ASDA in Tilehurst generously donated cleaning 
materials to householders of flooded properties and 
the Flood Wardens used a canoe to deliver the items.  

Thank you to all the Flood Wardens and other householders who helped in the floods.  Let’s 
hope there will be no more flooding this year!  If you would like to become a Flood Warden, 
please contact the Parish Clerk on clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk  
 
Councillor Bernard Nix has decided to leave the Parish Council.  Bernie has been an enthusiastic 
councillor for a long time and has worked hard for Purley.  We will miss him and wish him well 
for the future.  Bernie’s leaving means that we have a vacancy for a councillor.  If you would 
like to know more, contact me on sue.briscoe@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk and I can explain 
what is involved.  
 
Sue Briscoe 
Chair of the Parish Council 
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Parish Council vacancies 
 
We currently have the following two vacancies: 
 

• Full-time Clerk to the Parish Council – more information may be found here; please note 
the deadline for submitting applications is 4 March. 

• Parish Councillor – please see here for more information. 
 
 

Parish Council and Committee meetings  
 
Purley on Thames Parish Council usually holds ten meetings a year, ie monthly except for 
August and November.  There are also three committees – Barn, Highways and Footpaths, and 
Recreation – which meet three times a year.  A fourth committee, Planning, has meetings 
scheduled for twice each month, although they are cancelled if there are no planning matters 
to be discussed; so the one due to be held on Monday 1 March will not be held as no new 
applications have been received. 
 
2021’s first round of committee meetings has just started with the Recreation Committee 
having met in February.  Over the next month, the remaining meetings are scheduled as 
followed: 
   
Thursday 11 March  Barn Committee   
Monday 15 March  Planning Committee   
Thursday 18 March  Highways and Footpaths Committee  
Thursday 25 March  Parish Council 
 
All full council and committee meetings are open to the public; for more information and the 
full list of scheduled meetings to June 2021 are available on the web site – 
www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

Date for diaries … 
 
The 2021 Annual Parish meeting will be held from 7.30pm on Thursday 22 April via Zoom. 
 
More detail will be given in the PC’s March Newsletter, but it will be a question-and-answer 
format, and it would be very helpful if questions could be submitted in advance via the Parish 
Office or by e-mail to clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk  
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From the Parish Office 
 

All 16 salt bins around Purley have now been topped up, just in case there’s another cold spell.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

There has been an instance of fly-tipping near Pikeshaw in just the past few days and, 
unfortunately, clearing it up is likely be costly in both time and money.  Please do let us know if 
have any details of vehicles involved in dumping furniture or rubbish so that we can try to 
follow up. 
 

 

West Berkshire Council 
 

WBC’s Covid-19 news bulletin of 23 February is available on the Parish Council web site and 
may be found here 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 

Further to last month’s item, the Commonplace for West Berkshire’s “Active Travel” (AT) 
schemes has now launched.   
 
To find out more and to have your say on AT schemes in West Berkshire, please see here; 
alternatively, you can contact the team by e-mailing activetravel@westberks.gov.uk or calling 
01635 551111. 
 
 

Community Champion Awards 2020 
 

The results of West Berkshire Council’s Community Champion 
Awards 2020 have been announced.  The awards recognise 
the valuable and important contribution made by local groups 
and individuals to their communities.  This year there were 
eight award categories, and nearly 100 nominations were 
received and judged.   
 
Our congratulations go to The Mad Duck Café on Wintringham 
Way for being nominated in the Community Group of the Year 
category! 

 
 

A list of the Winners, Highly Commended and Commended may be found on the web site - 

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/awardwinners - together with a video of the announcement of award 
winners by Graham Pask, WBC Chairman. 
 

https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/covid-19-latest-west-berkshire-council-information/
https://westberksatschemes.commonplace.is/
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Village matters  
 

Purley Pre-School 
  

Purley Pre-School provides safe, nurturing early years childcare (funded and private fee-paying) 
for two to four year-olds.  It is currently raising funds to improve the outdoor play space and, as 
part of this, is collecting used stamps and foreign coins for recycling.  If you have any stamps or 
coins to donate, please drop them off at the pre-school during term time, between 8.30am and 
5.30pm, Monday to Friday. 
 
Purley Pre-School is based next to Long Lane Primary School and, if you would like to arrange 
an out of hours viewing for your child, please contact Alison Turner on 07504 831149 or email 
supervisor@purleypreschool.co.uk.   All visits will follow current Government Covid-19 
guidelines, and viewings do need to be booked in advance. 
 

 

Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) 
 

A Terracycle collection point is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm on the second Sunday of every 
month.  For details and information about what may be left (please note, all items must be 
clean and dry), e-mail PSG at the address below. 
 

More information about Terracycle may be found here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

A seed swap has been set up in the boot room at the Mad Duck Café, Wintringham Way for 
anyone who would like to donate seeds or try new ones!  Gardening books and magazines, as 
well as tools and pots, can also be swapped.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

A survey to find out what local residents think about safe cycling to and secure cycle parking in 
Pangbourne is now available online.  Information collected will be used to put forward 
proposals to Pangbourne Parish Council and West Berkshire Council regarding improved cycling 
facilities in the area.  The survey can be completed online here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you’d like to know more about PSG and the key 
themes it’s working towards, or if you’re interested 
in becoming a member, please see the group’s 
Facebook page (search for “Purley Sustainability 
Group”) or contact purleysustainability@gmail.com 

 
PSG’s new logo 

 

mailto:supervisor@purleypreschool.co.uk
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What’s on  
 

Monday 1 March is St David’s Day 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Wednesday 3 March is World Wildlife Day, and the theme for 2021 is “Forests and Livelihoods: 
Sustaining People and Planet”.  For further information, please see www.wildlifeday.org  

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

World Book Day was created to encourage children around the world to enjoy reading; the 
scope of the campaign has expanded over recent years to include young adults and adults who 
struggle with literacy issues.  This year, World Book Day falls on Thursday 4 March. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Sunday 14 March is Mother’s Day 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
St Patrick’s Day is on Wednesday 17 March  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Saturday 20 March marks the official start of Spring!   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Sunday 21 March 2021 is Census day.  For more information, please see the Census 2021 web 
site. 

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Looking ahead … 
 
Easter weekend will be from 2 April (Good Friday) to 5 April (Easter Monday). 
 
The 2021 Annual Parish meeting will be held from 7.30pm via Zoom on Thursday 22 April – 
details will be available on the web site.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 

 
 

http://www.wildlifeday.org/
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://census.gov.uk/
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true


 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us: 
 

Helen Broughton, Locum Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames.net 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames.net 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames.net  

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 
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