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Parish Council matters  
 
You will be receiving a copy of the Parish Council’s Annual Report through your door in April.  
This tells you what the Parish Council has been doing over the past year and how it has spent 
money on your behalf.  The last twelve months have, of course, been somewhat different from 
usual so I hope it will be an interesting read.  ‘Thank you’ to Richard McDonald and the 
volunteers who will be delivering to all households in Purley. 
 
On 22nd April at 7.30pm we will be holding the Annual Parish Meeting, this year as a virtual 
meeting using Zoom.  If you want to ask a question or attend, please contact the Locum Clerk 
on clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk by 19th April to request the meeting link to be sent to 
you.  This is your opportunity to raise an issue with councillors.  To help the organisation of this 
meeting, if you already know what you want to say, please let the Locum Clerk have your 
question in advance of the meeting.  We will credit you with the question and answer it.  There 
will also be the opportunity for impromptu questions on the night.  I look forward to ‘seeing’ 
you at this rather unusual community meeting. 
 
The Parish Council project to renew the outdoor gym equipment and install additional play 
equipment for younger children at Bucknell’s Meadow has received a huge boost!  We have 
been told our application for a grant from West Berkshire Council has been successful and the 
project has been awarded over £16,000.  This is a great help but further donations are still 
welcome so, if you would like to contribute it, would be greatly appreciated.  You can do so via 
The Good Exchange on the link below ... 
https://app.thegoodexchange.com/project/18582/purley-on-thames-parish-council/upgrading-
of-play-equipmentoutdoor-gym-at-bucknells-meadow 

 
Take care, enjoy the Spring weather, the lighter nights and the easing of restrictions (I write this 
with fingers crossed in the middle of March!)! 
 
Sue Briscoe 
Chair of the Parish Council 
 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.ukb
https://app.thegoodexchange.com/project/18582/purley-on-thames-parish-council/upgrading-of-play-equipmentoutdoor-gym-at-bucknells-meadow
https://app.thegoodexchange.com/project/18582/purley-on-thames-parish-council/upgrading-of-play-equipmentoutdoor-gym-at-bucknells-meadow


 
 

Long-serving councillors 
 
Three parish councillors – Pam Beddoes, Christine Collier, and 
Neil Haughton – have recently served on the Parish Council for ten or more 
consecutive years.  Although social distancing and current restrictions 
meant it wasn’t possible to mark the occasion with a formal presentation, 
Parish Council Chairman, Sue Briscoe, gave each councillor a certificate and 
thanked them for their hard work and commitment.  

Neil Haughton 
 

We are very fortunate in Purley on Thames in having a number of long-term councillors, and a 
big thank you goes to them all – with special congratulations to Pam, Chris and Neil for their 
involvement and interest in community matters over the past decade. 
 
 

From the Parish Office 
 

Protective equipment for the Parish Office and the Barn has now been delivered.  The screens, 
freestanding hand sanitisers and so on were bought with help from a grant from West 
Berkshire Council. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

It’s hoped that the Barn will soon be able to start re-opening.  At a meeting this month, the 
committee agreed the target date for opening on a very limited basis – mainly for the Scouts – 
should be Monday 19 April.   
 

The intention is then to open on a 50% basis from 17 May, and finally to open completely from 
21 June. 
 

These timings are all, of course, dependent on government guidelines and restrictions. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Plans are also being made in regard to re-opening the Parish Office to the public.  In the 
meantime, please continue to contact us by post, e-mail or telephone.  
 
 

Parish Council FaceBook page 
 

As part of the Parish Council’s efforts to improve communications with parishioners, we will 
shortly be setting up a moderated FaceBook page.  We will continue to use the website, notice 
boards, this newsletter, and the distribution of paper reports and flyers for information 
purposes, but it is hoped that the introduction of a FaceBook page will give a faster method of 
contacting residents and receiving feedback from them.  Individual concerns should still be 
taken up with Parish Office or a Councillor directly. 
 

Councillor Rob Wallace 



 
 

 

Litter and bins 
 

 

Unfortunately, there have been problems with litter and dog waste 
bins not being emptied over recent weeks.  This has been raised with 
our contractors, but it seems they have been badly affected by 
ongoing sickness and, although they’ve redeployed staff from other 
work, lack of knowledge of bin locations and routes has caused 
further issues and delays.  All bins have now been emptied and it is 
hoped that the regular team will be back in the next week or so and 
the usual weekly service will be resumed. 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
There was also an issue with the contractor who provided the large bin on Mapledurham Drive 
not emptying it or removing it at the end of the contract.  The bin has now been removed and a 
new one, provided by a different contractor, will be placed there in the next few weeks. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
There are a few ways everyone can help make sure the village is kept as litter-free as possible 
and that bins are emptied regularly. 
 

• Dog owners should pick up after their dogs  

• Anyone who notices a problem with litter or dog waste bins should 
please report it to the Parish Office, giving details of the location and 
specific issue.   

• If there is a problem and bins are not emptied, piling rubbish or dog 
waste on and around them simply makes the problem worse – if 
possible, please do take the bags home or to another bin.    

 
 

 

West Berkshire Council 
 

West Berkshire Council’s Parish Council Report for February may be found on the Parish Council 
web site 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The latest Weeknotes by Council Leader Lynne Doherty and Chief Executive Nick Carter 
remember those who have lost their lives of the past year, as well as those who are grieving.  
They also look at community safety and discuss the creation of a new Safer Streets Champion.  
The Weeknotes may be found here 
 

https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/district-councillors-report-february/
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/district-councillors-report-february/
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/38056/Coronavirus-Weeknotes-54


 
 

 

Village matters  
 

Purley Horticultural Society 

  

On 17 February, Purely Horticultural Society (PHS) held its 43rd Annual General Meeting via 
Zoom.  The Chairman (Paul Humphreys) was re-elected, together with the 2019 Committee. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

PHS’s Trading Shed at the Memorial Hall on Glebe Road is now open from 10.00 to 11.00 on 
Saturday mornings.  From 7 April, it will also be open on Wednesday evenings from 5.00 to 
6.30pm. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

It is hoped that the Summer Show will be able to go ahead this year on Saturday 11 September, 
but this does depend on restrictions at the time.  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Speakers have been booked for PHS meetings on 20 October and 17 November – for more 
details, please see purleyonthames.org.uk/PHS   
 
 

 

Local walking groups 
 
Now that spring is with us, the weather is warmer and the days are longer and lighter, there 
might be interest in some of the local walking groups. 
 

• A new FaceBook group, “Purley Plodders”, has been set up to encourage people to go 
outside and walk or run, connect with one another and enjoy the natural world.  For more 
information, please see here. 

 

• Purley Pathfinders – www.purleypathfinders.co.uk – is a local walking group which enables 
women to explore the local area in the safety of a group.   

 

• Pang Valley Ramblers is the Ramblers group in west Berkshire, South Oxfordshire, 
mid-Thames and Pang valleys, and Reading areas. 

 

• Reading Rambling Club is an independent club which also holds walks in the area. 
 
Please note that group and club walks have had to be suspended during lockdowns, but groups 
of six will be permitted from April and it’s hoped that bigger groups will be allowed to walk 
together from May.  For the time being it will be necessary to check web sites for each club or 
group. 

http://www.purleyonthames.org.uk/PHS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/885256582045693/
http://www.purleypathfinders.co.uk/
https://www.pvramblers.org.uk/
http://readingramblingclub.com/


 
 

Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) 
 

PSG is making tentative plans to start a Repair Café in Purley from July.  A number of residents 
have volunteered their repair skills but please contact PSG if you might be able to help.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Purley on Thames Parish Council has kindly agreed to grant pedestrian access to the proposed 
Community Orchard via a gate from Lower Goosecroft.  The next stage is for PSG to apply to 
West Berkshire Council for permission to change the land from agricultural to community use. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The Terracycle collection point on Beech Road continues to open from 8.00am to 4.00pm on 
the second Sunday of every month.  It is now also collecting plastic milk bottle tops and used 
stamps.  For details and information about what may be left, e-mail PSG at the address below. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you have not yet filled in the online cycling survey, it is still available here.  Information 
collected will help formulate proposals to Pangbourne Parish Council and WBC regarding 
increased cycling facilities. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

For information about these items and other PSG projects, please see the group’s Facebook 
page (search for “Purley Sustainability Group”) or contact purleysustainability@gmail.com 
 
 

What’s on  
 

Thursday 1 April is April Fool’s Day 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Easter weekend will be from 2 April (Good Friday) to 5 April (Easter Monday). 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The 2021 Annual Parish meeting will be held from 7.30pm via Zoom on Thursday 22 April – 
details will be available on the web site.  If you would like to have a question included in the 
meeting, please contact the clerk – clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Friday 23 April is not only St George’s Day, it is also the date of William Shakespeare’s birth and 
death, so is National Shakespeare Day. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PQWZ9HC?fbclid=IwAR1rYMjp0kdl2V90igpKz_XenWmJyghNz-yalpXHMdu0ZVbE94oabk9VBBA
mailto:purleysustainability@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true


 
 

 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us: 
 

Helen Broughton, Locum Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk   

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

