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Parish Council matters  
 
There is lots of good news to share with you this month!  After eighteen months without Post 
Office counter services in Purley, Pangbourne Post Office will be providing an outreach service 
to us each Monday in the Small Hall of the Barn at Goosecroft.  This is will start on 17th May 
2.15-4.15pm, government guidelines permitting.  Tell your friends and neighbours! 
 
Parish Councillors have communicated with local residents via Purley Parish News, our 
Newsletter, website and noticeboards but know that is not enough to reach everyone in the 
community.  Lockdown and our local floods have highlighted what an important 
communication tool social media is.  So, in April we launched the Purley on Thames Parish 
Council Facebook page!  This will be used to post news and information.  To contact us, please 
send an email via Facebook or by emailing clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk or call the Parish 
Office on 0118 984 4507. 
 
Cyclists visiting Purley have never had anywhere to safely leave their bikes.  That has changed! 
West Berkshire Council had an initiative to get people to live more healthily so we applied to 
have cycle racks.  They have been installed in the car park of St Mary’s Church, outside the shop 
on Colyton Way and at the Mad Duck café on Wintringham Way! 
 
If you don’t ride a bike, maybe you have discovered some of the great walks that are available 
to us locally?  West Berkshire Council wants your views about public rights of way – if you’d like 
to know more and take part in a short survey, please see the item below about the Rights of 
Way Improvement Plan.  
 
In the past year many people have discovered the pleasures of Purley’s riverside but some of 
them do not respect the natural beauty and litter becomes a huge problem.  The Parish Council 
provides as many bins as is practical and we know there is a band of local residents who 
voluntarily clear up after our visitors.  If you are a regular Womble and would like equipment to 
help you litter pick safely, please contact the Parish Office (number as above) … and ‘thank 
you’! 
 
Sue Briscoe 
Chair of the Parish Council 
 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

  
 
Annual Meetings 
 
This year’s Annual Parish Meeting was held at 7.30pm on Thursday 22 April and, because of 
coronavirus and restrictions, it was the first annual meeting to be conducted remotely, via 
Zoom.   
 
The 29 people attending heard councillors give updates on the Parish Council’s work over the 
past year and answer questions which had been submitted in advance.  Requests for support 
included possible new projects such as a Walking Arts Trail and a Local Sustainability Market.  
Suggestions and requests will be considered by the Parish Council at its future meetings. 
 
Sue Briscoe, Chairman of the Parish Council, closed the meeting by thanking her fellow 
councillors, the temporary Clerk, the Assistant Clerk and the Amenities Officer for all their work 
during a difficult year. 
 
If you would like a copy of the recording of the Annual Parish Meeting, please contact 
clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held via Zoom at 7.00pm on Thursday 6 May; this is 
the meeting which marks the start of a new year for the council.   
 
Like any other organisation the Parish Council is required to hold an annual meeting to carry 
out “official business” which needs doing once a year.   
 
The first part of the council’s meeting includes: electing a Chairman and Vice Chairman; 
appointing committees and electing a Chairman for each (Vice Chairmen being elected at each 
committee’s first meeting); appointing working groups; reviewing and agreeing policy 
documents such as Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.   
 
Once these matters are concluded, the meeting continues on a “business-as-usual” basis.   
 
As the government seems unlikely to extend the legality of councils having remote meetings, 
the Annual Parish Council Meeting may well be the last meeting to be held virtually.   
 
If you would like to attend the Annual Parish Council Meeting, please contact the Locum Clerk 
by e-mailing clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk  
 
 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 
 

Parish Councillors 
 
There have been some changes in the Parish Council over the past couple of months.   
 
Bernard Nix resigned in February and, last month, Neil Haughton stood down because he was 
moving away from the area.  We would like to thank them both for their input, help and 
support over the years they were Parish Councillors, and to wish them all the very best for the 
future. 
 
Graham Rolfe has been co-opted to fill one of the vacancies.  Graham has previous experience 
having been a dedicated councillor for many years, and we are pleased to welcome him back 
after a break of a couple of years. 
 
There is still a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  If you might be interested in applying and would 
like to know more about the role and what it involves, please contact Councillor Pam Beddoes 
– pam.beddoes@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk  
 
 
 

From the Parish Office 
 

A great deal seems to have happened over the past few weeks – far too much for one general 
item! – so this will be literally about the Parish Office.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
A few weeks ago, because of the concerns about ongoing isolated working and having to take 
deliveries and so on, a new video door entry system was installed.  Although we know most 
people who visit, staff do need that extra level of protection, particularly when they’re working 
alone in the office. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Happily, having been closed to the public for over a year now – which also means officers have 
not been able to work together in the office – we are very pleased to confirm that plans to 
rearrange the layout of the office and meeting room are now underway.   
 
The first priorities are to be able to re-open to visitors and to be able to work together in the 
office and we hope to achieve both of these aims by 17 May.  As things settle down, it might be 
that further changes are needed to meet guidelines and ensure everyone’s safety.   
 

mailto:pam.beddoes@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

Bucknell’s Meadow 
 

The recreation ground at Goosecroft is shared by local cricket and football clubs, which means 
there has to be changeover periods in spring to prepare for cricket, and late summer in 
readiness for the football season.  Usually, end-of-season football matches can be timed to fit 
in with this but, this year, one of the impacts of lockdown has been that not all football fixtures 
could be held before Goosecroft was prepared for the cricket season.   
  
Instead, Purley Jubilee Football Club (PJFC) has been given permission to play its remaining 
league matches in Bucknell's Meadow.  
 

 

On Saturday 10 April, PJFC's U11 Jaguars had an 
action-packed 4-4 draw with Hawley Youth; on Sunday 
11 April, the U11 Diamonds (Girls) enjoyed a 
well-contested 2-2 draw with Bracknell - these were the 
first competitive fixtures PJFC had played in Bucknell's 
Meadow for over 40 years! 

 

Thanks go to Tim Metcalfe of Home Farm for allowing part of Pond Field to be used for 
car parking.  There were around twenty cars in the field on each day, so it would seem to have 
been a great help in preventing possible problems with road parking.   
  
It's expected that this arrangement, with football matches being played 
at Bucknell's, is likely to continue for the next few weekends until the end 
of May.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Sadly, a child was injured in an accident on the green climbing frame at Bucknell’s earlier this 
month.  The frame was immediately closed until an independent review could be carried out by 
RoSPA.  The review confirmed that the climbing frame – which is checked and risk assessed 
regularly – remains low risk; although some of the metal edges on it are not rounded as 
required by modern manufacturing and safety standards, it is well-maintained and could be put 
back into use. 
 
We understand the child is recovering from the fall. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Plans for installing the new gym, rocking horse and toddler train/interactive play equipment 
are progressing.  Work is expected to start in June and take around three weeks to complete.   
 
This project is being part-funded by a grant from West Berkshire Council but that will not cover 
the whole cost.  Anyone who would like to contribute can make a donation via the Good 
Exchange – all money given will be match-funded by the Greenham Trust. 

https://app.thegoodexchange.com/project/18582/purley-on-thames-parish-council/upgrading-of-play-equipmentoutdoor-gym-at-bucknells-meadow
https://app.thegoodexchange.com/project/18582/purley-on-thames-parish-council/upgrading-of-play-equipmentoutdoor-gym-at-bucknells-meadow


 
 

 
 

The Barn, Goosecroft 
 
In preparation for reopening the Barn, both halls have now been made Covid secure.  QR codes 
and posters are in place, additional conditions of hire have been introduced, sanitiser stations 
have been installed by entrances, exits, serveries and designated safe areas have been set up.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
More than a year after closing, the Barn was at last re-opened on a very limited basis earlier 
this month.  In line with Step 2 relaxing of regulations, the first hirers to be welcomed back 
were cubs/scouts and a toddler group. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
From 17 May, both halls will be open for up to 15 people in the Small Hall and 30 in the Large 
Hall, subject to social distancing guidelines.  Following on from that, both halls are set to be 
fully re-opened from 21 June, but this is dependent on there being no changes to the 
government’s Roadmap. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Unsurprisingly, there will be some changes to Barn hires as a result of coronavirus and the 
enforced closure.   
 
Although many hirers are very keen to hire the Barn again, we are sad to report that both 
Thames Valley Farmers’ Market and the craft market held at the same time have advised that 
they will not be returning.   
 
A few other groups are unlikely to resume their bookings or might change their hires but there 
are also new hirers showing an interest.  It will take a few months for things to settle down into 
the “new normal”. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
As the Barn and recreation facilities at Goosecroft start reopening, the bin collection, 
litter-picking and cleaning arrangements are gradually being stepped up to something like their 
old level.   
 
 



 
 

 

All sorts of rubbish! 
 
We’ve had some warm weather recently and, if that continues over the summer, it is extremely 
important that rubbish is not just left next to already-full bins.  With that in mind, the large 
1,100 litre bin is now in place on Mapledurham Drive, and will be emptied on a weekly basis.   
 
When the meadows are at their busiest, however, it’s very likely that there will simply not be 
capacity for all the rubbish so people are asked to consider others and, whenever possible, to 
take their empty food cartons, cans, bottles, bags and other rubbish away. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
As Sue has said, we are very fortunate in Purley in having a few people who are prepared to 
clear up after others on a fairly regular basis, and a huge vote of thanks must go to each one of 
them.  More help is always needed though so please do contact us if you’d like to borrow a 
litter picker to use when clearing rubbish from footpaths, pavements and hedges around the 
village. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Although we usually maintain a stock of dog waste bags (usually enough for a few months), 
unfortunately, our supply was depleted earlier this year.  We have requested further supplies 
from West Berkshire but were recently told there’s an issue with the manufacturer, supplies 
were due in mid-April but have been held up – it turns out the bags come from Sweden! 
 
 
 

Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) 
 
West Berkshire Council (WBC) is responsible for around 740 miles of public footpaths, 
bridleways, restricted byways and byways across the district.  The Public Rights of Way 
(PROWs) in both urban and rural areas form an important network for travelling to work or 
school, enjoying and exploring the countryside, supporting good health and tourism. 
 
The council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) helps ensure the needs of the public 
are met, now and in the future.  The current ROWIP was adopted on 27 May 2010 and, under 

the requirements of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, it is due for review.  

 
As part of the process, WBC is seeking feedback from members of the public.  If you’d like to 
comment or share your experiences of using PROWs in West Berkshire, please complete the 
online survey which is available here by midnight on Sunday 30 May. 
 
 

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/29147/Rights-of-Way-Improvement-Plan-ROWIP
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wbrowip


 
 

 
 

West Berkshire Council 
 

With two bank holidays next month – on 3 and 31 May – 
don’t forget to put your rubbish and recycling out as 
normal! 
 
Bins or recycling containers need to be out at 6.00am 
ready for collection. 
 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
West Berkshire Council (WBC) has just made the first interest payments to those who invested 
in the UK’s first “Climate Change Bond”.  This £1m Community Municipal Investment (CMI) 
fund is helping the council deliver its Environment Strategy.   
 

 

So far, the fund has helped enable projects such as solar panel 
installation, habitat restoration in partnership with Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT), tree planting 
and habitat creation, improvements to local walking and cycling 
infrastructure, and the start of a programme to retrofit traffic and street 
lights with LEDs. 

 
One in six of the people who invested in the bond have donated their interest back to the 
scheme.  The additional funds will be used to support WBC’s project with BBOWT to introduce 
wildflower verges on roads in the district. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
WBC has secured a grant of £487,000 from the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS), administered by Salix.  The money is to be put towards carbon reduction 
projects in the community.  For further information, please see here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
WBC has been awarded funding to provide family cycle training in the district.  Courses will 
take half a day (approximately three hours) and will be available from August.   
 
For details or to register your interest, please e-mail trafficandroadsafety@westberks.gov.uk  
 

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/wbcmi
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjkuMzk2NDU2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2luZm8ud2VzdGJlcmtzLmdvdi51ay9lbnZpcm9ubWVudCJ9.rDva5yF6qapWrZWxD00jrCN8zG-63-Jysfcq0ptERRI/s/1147740803/br/105579705814-l
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=38123
mailto:trafficandroadsafety@westberks.gov.uk


 
 

Roads 
 

From 4 May to 4 June there will be contractor’s lights on the Oxford Road on the Reading side 
of Norcot Roundabout while work is carried out by Instalcom on behalf of CityFibre Metro 
Networks. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you’d like to check for roadworks in the area, the map on WBC’s web site may be found here. 
 
 

Village matters  
 

Jumble Trail 
 

Friends of Purley School (FoPS) is organising the first Jumble Trail around Purley between 
10.00am and 2.00pm on Saturday 22 May. 
 

 

Anyone who’s resident in the village and has items to sell – whether 
as a result of a clear-out or crafting – can book a pitch to sell them.  
The fee for a stall is £10.00, and its location will be included on the 
trail map for buyers to follow.  Each seller will keep the proceeds of 
their sales.   

 

There will also be fun and games and the chance to win prizes on the day. 
 

If you’d like more information about the trail or booking a pitch, please e-mail  
askfops@gmail.com  
 
 

Trentham Bowling Club 
 

As part of Bowls England’s Sport for All initiative, Trentham Bowling Club is holding an Open 
Weekend from Saturday 29 to Monday 31 May.  Everyone is welcome to visit the club, meet 
members and try their hand at lawn bowling.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Looking ahead, the club is hosting another event, a competition sponsored by Rebellion 
Brewery, on Sunday 13 June.  At the end of the day, a representative of the brewery will 
present the club with a trophy shield. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

For more information about the club and its events, please see For details, please 
www.trentham-bowls.co.uk.  Alternatively, you can contact captain@trentham-bowls.co.uk or 
treasurer@trentham-bowls.co.uk. 

https://www.cityfibre.com/news/readings-digital-future-kick-started-58m-full-fibre-investment/
https://www.cityfibre.com/news/readings-digital-future-kick-started-58m-full-fibre-investment/
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/article/29939/View-Roadworks-in-West-Berkshire
mailto:askfops@gmail.com
https://www.bowlsengland.com/about-the-sport/
http://www.trentham-bowls.co.uk/
mailto:captain@trentham-bowls.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@trentham-bowls.co.uk


 
 

 

Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) 
 
 

The Terracycle collection point on Beech Road is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm on the second 
Sunday of every month.  For full details of what can be recycled, please contact PSG via the 
e-mail address below.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

PSG is hoping to compile a list of fruit – and nut – trees in Purley on Thames, and a Fruit Tree 
Map flyer was included with each copy of the Parish Council’s Annual Report.  If you would like 
trees in your garden to be included, please e-mail PSG. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Plantlife is running a nationwide No Mow May campaign to encourage gardeners not to mow 
their lawns from 1 May until the Bank Holiday weekend at the end of the month.  The idea is to 
let the wild flowers grow so that they support pollinators; the project will also help Plantlife 
learn more about the health of the nation’s wild flowers.   
 

At the end of May there will be an Every Flower Counts survey to assess how many bees are 
enjoying the flowers in gardens; participants will be given a “nectar score” (also telling them 
how many bees their lawn could feed).   
 

For further details about No Mow May, please see here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

For information about these items and other PSG projects, please see the group’s Facebook 
page (search for “Purley Sustainability Group”) or contact purleysustainability@gmail.com 
 
 
 

What’s on  
 

After a difficult and quiet year, it’s very encouraging to see things start to open up again, and to 
have a wide range of activities becoming available again in the area – particularly with summer 
on its way!  A selection of local events is included here. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Saturday 1 May is May Day, and Monday 3 May is the May Day bank holiday.  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

From 7.00pm on Thursday 6 May – virtual Annual Parish Council Meeting.  Please see item 
above and contact the Locum Clerk if you’d like to attend via Zoom. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/nomowmay
mailto:purleysustainability@gmail.com


 
 
 

Thursday 6 May is also election day – polling stations will be open from 7.00am to 10.00pm so 
that local residents can vote for their choice for Thames Valley Police & Crime Commissioner 
for the Thames Valley Police Area.  The statement of persons nominated for the four 
candidates may be seen here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Centurion Running’s annual Thames Path 100 event will go ahead as 
planned this year on Saturday 8 May, albeit with adjustments for 
Covid-19 transmission mitigation. 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 

Monday 17 to Friday 21 May is Walk to School Week.  This five-day walking challenge is part of 
National Walking Month and is aimed at helping primary school pupils experience the 
importance and enjoyment of walking. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Thursday 20 May has been designated by the United Nations as World Bee Day  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Saturday 22 May – Purley Jumble Trail, see item above. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Saturday 29 to Monday 31 May – Trentham Bowling Club’s Open Weekend, see item above for 
details. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The Spring Bank Holiday is on Monday 31 May  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Looking ahead to June … 
 
Sunday 13 June – Rebellion Competition at Trentham Bowling Club (see item above) 
 

Saturday 19 June – the return of Reading Water Fest with a special celebration to mark the 
900th anniversary of Reading Abbey. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 

 
 

https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/04/PCC-Statement-of-Persons-Nominated-Thames-Valley-Police-Area.pdf
https://centurionrunning.com/races/thames-path-100-2021
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/products-and-services/projects/walk-to-school-week
https://www.un.org/en/observances/bee-day
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true


 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us: 
 

Helen Broughton, Locum Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk   

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

