
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
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Parish Council matters  
 
The Annual Parish Council Meeting was held, via Zoom, on the evening of Thursday 6 May.  This 
is the first meeting of the new council year and is when official business, such as agreeing policy 
documents and appointing committees and working groups is carried out.   
 
This year, Sue Briscoe who had served as Chairman to the Parish Council since 2016 decided 
not only to stand down from that role but also to resign from the council completely.  We 
thank her for her commitment over the years – including through some unexpectedly 
challenging times over the past year – and wish her very well for the future. 
 
Martin Bishop also stood down as Vice Chairman, although we’re pleased to confirm he will 
continue to serve as a Parish Councillor. 
 
At the meeting, Jane Langford was elected as the new Chairman, and Graham Rolfe as Vice 
Chairman.  We welcome them both to their roles.   
 

 
Cllr Jane Langford 

Jane, who has lived here for 15 years, hopes that during her tenure as 
Chairman she can ensure that council meetings (which the public are 
encouraged to attend) focus on ensuring that value for money decisions are 
made without fear or favour.  And that these decisions promote Purley on 
Thames as a place where work, living, rest and play can safely and properly 
reflect the needs and peaceful enjoyment of parishioners.  

 
Jane will be supported in her duties, not only by Graham, but also by a great team of 
councillors.  The Chairmen of Standing Committees will continue for a further year which 
means: Pam Beddoes will chair the Barn and Burial Ground Committee; Christine Collier, 
Highways and Footpaths; Martin Bishop, Recreation; and Gordon Adams, Planning.  There is 
also a new Finance Committee which will be chaired by Rick Jones. 
 

Parish Council vacancies  
 
There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council which we would like to fill by 
co-option.  If you might like to represent the people of Purley on Thames and have a say in how 
we spend the precept on their behalf, please do consider become a parish councillor; the only 
requirements are that you are 18+ years of age and live within three miles of the Civil Parish.   
 
This is an opportunity for you to help us make a positive difference to life in Purley.  For more 
information about what is involved, please contact Cllr Pam Beddoes – 
pam.beddoes@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk  

mailto:pam.beddoes@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 
 
 

From the Parish Office 
 
Arrangements are underway to rearrange the Parish Office and meeting room in order to 
enable the three officers to work together again, and to make it possible to re-open the office 
to the public.   
 
Phase one of this project has been to rearrange some of the existing cabinets, putting them by 
the entrance to create a “counter” on which we’ve put new Perspex screens.  There’s a 
free-standing sanitiser unit by the door, and gloves, masks and gel are out on the counter.  We 
have a QR code for visitors to scan, as well as a paper log for those who aren’t able to use the 
code. 
 
The next step is to replace the officers’ old desks and remove a large table 
and some chairs to make more space.  The three new desks have been 
ordered and we hope they’ll be delivered, and the old furniture taken 
away, in the next week or two.  We’ll review things at that stage but do 
hope it should be possible for us to reintroduce some office public hours – 
and we very much look forward to being able to welcome members of the 
public back in! 

 
The Parish Office 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
There will be further changes to make, including rewiring two of the heaters and creating new 
options for “hotdesking”, but the intention is to see how the first stages work before deciding 
exactly what else needs doing.  This will also give time to see how things develop in regard to 
the government’s roadmap and so on. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
One long-term effect of the changes to the office layout is that it will no longer be possible to 
hold meetings in the building.  Instead, all official council meetings will be moved to the Large 
Hall of the Barn.  As the hall is used by Scouts on Thursday evenings, which is when our Parish 
Council meetings have traditionally been held, council meetings will move to another day, 
either Monday or Tuesday. 
 
The new schedule of meeting dates will be available on the Parish Council’s web site once it has 
been finalised. 
 



 
 
 

Other Parish Council news  
 
Visitors to Pikeshaw will be aware that there is damage to the fencing – it’s hoped that the 
work to repair and replace the fence will be carried out in the next few weeks.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

Unfortunately, a piece of the existing gym equipment – the 
cross trainer – at Bucknell’s Meadow has broken.   
 

As it is no longer safe to use, it has been taped up and warning 
signs have been put up.    

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Work to replace and upgrade play equipment at Bucknell’s is scheduled to start on 21 June and 
is expected to take around three weeks.  Equipment not being removed/replaced will remain in 
use during this time. 
 
The old gym equipment will be replaced with a chest press and pull down exerciser, bike, skier, 
double leg press, balance beams, sit up bench and surfer – certainly enough to keep most 
people pretty fit!  For younger age groups, there will be a new rocking horse, the Purley Flyer (a 
play train and carriage), and an interactive toddler circular board shaped like a circus big tent. 
 
The existing football goal posts will also be replaced over the summer. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

In mid-May, a large tree branch fell so that it blocked the disabled gate between Mapledurham 
Drive and Wintringham Way (access was still possible via the kissing gate).   
 
We’d like to say a big “thank you” to Tim Metcalfe who very kindly cleared the branch within a 
couple of days, making the disabled gate usable again. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

The new posts and numbers to mark plots are now being installed at 
the allotments.  Roughly half have been replaced already, and the 
work should be completed in the next few weeks. 
 
Partly as a result of the virus and lockdowns, there has been a huge 
surge in interest in allotment gardening recently – we now have a 
record waiting list for plots!  While applications will still be accepted, 
it could take two or three years before a plot can be allocated to 
anyone applying now. 



 
 

 

West Berkshire Council 
 

Following its Annual Meeting on Tuesday 4 May, West Berkshire Council (WBC) announced that 
the new Chairman of Council for the coming year would be Councillor Clive Hooker, and the 
new Vice-Chairman would be Councillor Rick Jones.   
 
Our congratulations go to Rick, who has been a Parish 
Councillor in Purley since 2003 and was PC Chairman from 
2006-2015!  

Rick and Val Jones 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
As part of its Environment Strategy, WBC is to install 19 electric vehicle (EV) charging points 
across the area.  The council has been able to set up the majority earlier than planned, 
including one at Pangbourne Station Road Car Park.  Details of how and when drivers will be 
able to start using the new EV chargepoints will be made available soon. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
From Saturday 29 May, Shaw House and grounds will be reopening to the public at weekends 
and school holidays until Sunday 26 September.  Full details of times and Covid arrangements 
may be found here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 
 
 

Don’t forget that rubbish and recycling are now collected as on 
bank holidays – including Monday 31 May. 
 
If your normal collection day falls on a bank holiday, please do 
make sure your bin or recycling containers are out first thing in the 
morning. 

 
 

South Oxfordshire car parking changes 
 
From Tuesday 1 June, the arrangements for using South Oxfordshire District Council’s car parks 
are to change.  The main differences are: charging periods will be 9.00am to 5.00pm from 
Monday to Saturday, and 10.00am to 5.00pm on Sunday; there will be up to one hour’s free 
parking in town centre car parks; half price parking permits will be available only to motorists 
using electric vehicles.   
 
For full details, please see here – and please note that when using a car park run by the council, 
it would be worth checking the tariff board for up-to-date information. 

https://www.westberkshireheritage.org/shaw-house/plan-your-visit
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/parking/changes-confirmed-for-parking-in-south-oxfordshire-from-1-june/


 
 

 
 

Village matters  
 

Outreach Post Office in the Barn 
 

The first Outreach Post Office was held in the Small Hall of the Barn at 
Goosecroft on the afternoon of Monday 17 May.  It was a very positive 
start and business was fairly steady, with 20 customers being served 
and quite a few parcels being sent during the two hours the outreach 
was open.  

The first customer! 

 
The hall was arranged so that the main door was used as the entrance and the fire exit was the 
way out, and the route between was marked out using chairs.  Two volunteers from Purley 
Community Shop and Post Office (PCSPO) attended throughout to guide customers and ensure 
that Covid guidance was followed.  They also made sure everything used was thoroughly wiped 
before the service opened and again when it closed. 
 
Overall, the venue seemed popular – one customer remarked on how much more space and 
fresh air there was in the Barn than at most Post Offices, and several people took the 
opportunity to visit other facilities at Goosecroft, such as the Burial Ground or playground, 
while they were there. 
 
The Outreach Post Office is available from 2.15-4.15pm every Monday in the Small Hall of the 
Barn.   
 
 
 

Purley on Thames Tennis Club 
 

 

Purley Primary School in conjunction with Purley Tennis 
Club and supported by one of the club’s coaches has 
arranged for ten tennis sessions to be made available to 
the school’s pupils.  This programme also has support from 
the Lawn Tennis Association, and the first session, held on 
the tennis courts at Goosecroft in early May, was attended 
by 28 children.   

 
A follow-up to the initial ten sessions is planned for the summer, during National School Sports 
Week at the end of June. 
 



 
 

Purley Jumble Trail 
 

 

Purley’s first ever Jumble Trail was held on Saturday 22 May and 
proved to be very popular indeed.  There were over 50 stalls dotted 
around the village and, thankfully, the rain stayed away as people 
browsed for bargains, chatted with neighbours and enjoyed the 
games.   

 

The event helped raise over £1,100 for Purley Primary School, £170 for the Wildlife Trust, £61 
for Kids for Kids, as well as money for other charities including CLIC Sargent and Alzheimer’s. 
 

The trail was organised by Friends of Purley School (FoPS), 
who’d like to thank everyone who took part and gave their 
support – whether by taking a stall, making a donation, 
selling maps, spreading the word, or helping on the day, and 
of course all those who followed the trail itself.  If you have 
any feedback or suggestions for improvements, please share 
them with FoPs by e-mailing askfops@gmail.com  
 
 

Tour de Purley, Sunday 4 July 2021 
 

All being well and Government guidelines permitting, Friends of Purley School (FOPS) is 
planning the return of its sponsored cycling event, the Tour de Purley, on Sunday 4th July.   
 

For this, the sixth tour, there will be a choice of five, 15 and 30 mile cycle rides starting from 
Bucknell’s Meadow; all three routes will take in some of the beautiful Berkshire/Oxfordshire 
countryside.  The longer rides are scheduled to start between 8.30am and 10.30am, and there 
will also be a Scootathon around the village which will begin at 11.30am. 
 

As well as the cycling, there will be refreshments, raffle and community stalls in Bucknell’s 
Meadow, and all proceeds raised will go to Purley Primary School. 
 

For further information and to book a place, please see www.tourdepurley.co.uk  
 
 

Purley on Thames WI 
 
Purley on Thames WI is a lively group of local ladies who meet at 7.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month.  At the moment, meetings are held via Zoom but the WI hopes to 
return to Purley Memorial Hall on Glebe Road for its July meeting.  New members and guests 
will be very welcome. 
 
For further information see the group’s web page on the National WI Website thewi.org or 
e-mail purleyonthameswi@berkshirewi.co.uk 

mailto:askfops@gmail.com
http://www.tourdepurley.co.uk/
http://thewi.org/
mailto:purleyonthameswi@berkshirewi.co.uk


 
 

Great British Spring Clean 
 

From 28 May to 13 June we are all invited to take part in the annual Great British Spring Clean 
fortnight – a campaign launched by Keep Britain Tidy and, this year, supported by Flytipping 
Watch, West Berkshire 
 

Over the past year, people have relied heavily on shared outdoor spaces as places to relax, 
exercise and play, and the river side and water meadows have been busier and more popular 
than ever.   This year, as part of the Great British Spring Clean fortnight, Purley Sustainability 
Group has organised a community litter pick from 2.00pm to 4.00pm on Sunday 6 June, with 
volunteers meeting in Blount’s Meadow near the lock. 
 
 

Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) 
 

The Terracycle collection point on Beech Road is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm on the second 
Sunday of every month.  Please note that, for now, the scheme for medication blister packs has 
been stopped so they are not currently collected.  Corks from wine bottles (including those 
which contain some plastic) have been added to the list of items collected. 
 

For full details of what can be recycled, please contact PSG via the e-mail address below.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The first repair café is planned to for 3.00-5.00pm on Saturday 10 July in the Mad Duck Café on 
Wintringham Way.  It is hoped that this will become a regular event, held on the second 
Saturday of each month. 
 

If you’d like to help, PSG is still looking for more volunteers; anyone with electronic or IT skills 
would be particularly welcome. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

For more information about these and other PSG projects, please see the group’s Facebook 
page (search for “Purley Sustainability Group”) or contact purleysustainability@gmail.com 
 
 

What’s on  
 

As part of the Wild about Reading event taking place over the bank holiday weekend, Action for 
the River Kennet (ARK) is running two eel-themed guided riverbank walks on Tuesday 1 June.  
The first, from 10.00am to 12.00pm will be at Holy Brook in Southcote; the second, from 
2.00pm to 4.00pm, will be at Fobney Island Nature Reserve.   
 

Places are limited so booking is essential.  For more information and to reserve a place, please 
see www.wildaboutrg.com  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MjcuNDExNjE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5rZWVwYnJpdGFpbnRpZHkub3JnLyJ9.F-2iuoENHBaLzyn4i44YkDtwugrGyoOVdnwdLinHX5Q/s/1147740803/br/107068287167-l
https://www.facebook.com/flytipwatchwestberks/
https://www.facebook.com/flytipwatchwestberks/
mailto:purleysustainability@gmail.com
http://www.wildaboutrg.com/


 
 

 
 
The community litter pick has been organised for 2.00-4.00pm on Sunday 6 June.  Anyone 
who’d like to participate is asked to meet in Blount’s Meadow (near the lock) – see “Great 
British Spring Clean” item above or contact purleysustainability@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

On Sunday 13 June Trentham Bowling Club is holding a competition sponsored by Rebellion 
Brewery.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

From 7.00pm on Friday 18 June, Berkshire Family History Society (https://berksfhs.org/) will be 
holding its 46th Annual General Meeting, via Zoom.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Reading Water Fest returns on Saturday 19 June and this year it will be the focal celebration 
event to mark the 900th anniversary of Reading Abbey.  The water fest will be held between 
11.00am and 5.00pm within Forbury Gardens, the Abbey Ruins and along the River Kennet.   
 
As with so many events, the format will be slightly different this year and the event will be 
delivered in a Covid-compliant way; this means workshops and interactive activities must be 
booked in advance, and the gardens and abbey will be closed to the general public while the 
event is on. 
 
More information may be found here, and ticket booking details are here.  There will also be a 
range of online activities to complement the live event.  and details on how to book free tickets  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Summertime officially starts on Monday 21 June. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Wimbledon international tennis championships are scheduled for the fortnight beginning 
Monday 28 June. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 

 

mailto:purleysustainability@gmail.com
http://www.trentham-bowls.co.uk/
https://berksfhs.org/
https://www.reading.gov.uk/news/900th-anniversary-of-reading-abbey-at-water-fest/
http://rdguk.info/WaterFestTickets_OK8Iq?fbclid=IwAR1n5K_b9n8A31qXUV1M7EMGq_gVJD69OK7aBRUgv3yJqYdCpJ_xERvAiqA
https://www.wimbledon.com/
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true


 
 

 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us: 
 

Helen Broughton, Locum Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk   

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 
 
 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

