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Parish Council matters  
 
I am very pleased to confirm that the first stages of the project to re-fit the Parish Office are 
now complete and, not only is it possible for Officers to work together again, but the office will 
be able to re-open to the public.  For the safety of all, we ask that no more than two adult 
visitors are present at any time and, of course, guidelines on social distancing, sanitising and 
wearing face masks must be observed.  It is likely there will be reduced opening hours to start 
with so, if you would like to visit, it would be helpful if you could make contact by telephone or 
e-mail in the first instance – full details may be found at the end of this Newsletter. 
 
On another positive note, on Monday 28 June, we welcomed Christopher Thompson, our new 
Clerk, to the team.  There will be more in next month’s Newsletter but, for now, on behalf of 
the Parish Council, I would like to thank Helen Broughton for standing in as a locum since last 
September; we all wish well for her future. 
 
On a rather sadder note, Justin Tate resigned from his role as a councillor this month so we 
now have three vacancies on the Parish Council which we would like to fill by co-option.   
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for anyone who would like to represent the people of Purley on 
Thames and to have a say in how we spend the precept on their behalf – obviously, some time 
commitment will be necessary, but I can assure you it will be time well spent.   
 
If this is something which interests you, please do contact Councillor Pam Beddoes – 
pam.beddoes@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for more information about what is involved. 
 
Councillor Jane Langford 
Chairman  
Purley on Thames Parish Council 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pam.beddoes@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 

From the Parish Office 
 

Unfortunately, following the latest changes to the government’s roadmap, it has not yet been 
possible to reopen the Barn as much as we’d hoped.  Both halls are, however, being hired in 
line with current guidelines, and we look forward to being able to take more bookings later in 
the summer. 
  

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

The fences at Pikeshaw were old and, in 
some places, had been pulled down and 
broken by ivy.   
 
Work to repair and replace the 
dilapidated fencing has been completed, 
and it is all looking much smarter and 
tidier now.  

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
Although Purley Jubilee Football Club played the last of its league fixtures in Bucknell’s Meadow 
a few weeks ago, the club has continued to use the pitches in the meadow for its friendly 
matches.  The last “friendly” is due to be held in mid-July. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Further to the information in last month’s Newsletter, installation of the new gym and play 
equipment at Bucknell’s Meadow has been delayed, and work is now scheduled to start on 
Monday 5 July.   
 
 
 

Thames Valley Police  
 
Thames Valley Police (TVP) is warning that a Covid Vaccine Passport scam e-mail is being 
circulated.  It purports to be from the NHS and informs recipients that they can apply for their 
“Digital Coronavirus Passports”.  Clicking the link in the e-mail, however, goes to a fake NHS 
web site which asks for personal and payment details (for an admin fee).    
 

Although the original scam site has been taken down, TVP is concerned that other similar scam 
e-mails and sites will be site up, so is advising everyone to be cautious about e-mails received.   
 

As a reminder, vaccination status may be obtained at no cost via the NHS web site or by calling 
the NHS on 119. 



 
 

 

West Berkshire Council 
 
Residents of West Berkshire are being invited to review the draft Berkshire West Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy 2021-2030.  The strategy aims to drive positive change to tackle the 
underlying causes of poor health and wellbeing in the area.  It incorporates feedback from the 
public consultation which ended in February and which identified the top priorities to be 
addressed as being: 
 

• To reduce the differences in health between identified groups of people; 

• To support those at high risk of poor health to live healthy lives; 

• To help families and children in early years; 

• To promote good mental health and wellbeing for children and young people; 

• To promote good mental health and wellbeing for adults. 
 
The new consultation will run for six weeks, from Wednesday 23 June to Wednesday 4 August, 
and the final strategy will be published in the autumn.  
 
Please see here for the draft strategy and consultation survey. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The Summer Reading Challenge starts on 1 July and this year, there’s an “environment” theme 
to inspire children to consider the future of the planet.   
 
West Berkshire Libraries will challenge children to read up to six library books between 1 July 
and 15 September; there will be free incentives to be collected as well as a medal and 
certificate for everyone who completes the challenge.   
 
More information about the Summer Reading Challenge may be found here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The latest news about West Berkshire Libraries and the services it is possible to offer in line 
with government guidance and the roadmap may be found here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
On 7 June, WBC reviewed the need to conduct surge testing as a result of the increase in the 
number of Delta cases, and decided not to active its surge testing programme at that time 
because very few cases of the variant had been identified in the district.   
 
Further information about the decision and what it means for residents who work or go to 
school in more heavily affected areas may be found on WBC’s web site 

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/DraftBerksWestHWBStrategy
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=38341
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/libraries
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/38249/Covid-19-Update-on-Delta-cases-in-West-Berkshire


 
 

Mend the Gap 
 
Over the next few years, the Mend the Gap programme will be developing and delivering 
various projects and schemes to enhance the wildlife, landscapes, heritage and access to and 
understanding of the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) either side of the river in the 
Goring Gap.  The programme extends north to Didcot and south to Purley and is a tripartite 
initiative led and managed by the Chilterns and the North Wessex Downs AONBs and the 
Railway Action Group (RAG). 
 
The programme will be developing its own projects as well as working with other organisations, 
local landowners and communities to create and implement ways to enhance the natural 
environment and to compensate for the visual harm done in the area by the electrification of 
the railway; funding of £3.75 million has been secured from Network Rail. 
 
The first projects are to be announced soon.  Please see the web site - www.MendtheGap.uk - 
for more information. 
 
 

Roads  
 
The roundabout at junction 12 of the M4 will be subject to overnight closures (9.00pm to 
6.00am) on weekdays from 28 Jun to 11 October.  The restrictions will be implemented only as 
and when necessary with dates and times of closures and diversion routes being advertised 
locally.   
 
Further information may be found here, and all enquiries should be directed to Kier Services on 
07500 515934.   
 
 

Village matters  
 

Volunteering opportunity 
  
Long Lane Primary School has a vacancy for a school governor on its Governing Board. 
  
The Governing Board meets roughly twice per school term and has three core functions: to set 
the school’s vision and strategic direction; to hold the head teacher to account for the school’s 
educational performance; and to ensure financial resources are spent well.   
  
The term of office for all governors is three years; induction and governor skills training are 
offered free of charge.   
  
If you are interested in this opportunity or would like more information, please e-mail 
Jo Cundy, the Clerk to Governors, at lclerk@longlane.w-berks.sch.uk 

https://mcusercontent.com/f1b3c4e7ca9e78041a7974350/files/c8d4e244-834b-03f9-c853-798bff683bce/Mend_the_Gap.pdf
http://www.mendthegap.uk/
https://one.network/?tm=GB122486732
mailto:lclerk@longlane.w-berks.sch.uk


 
 

 

Trentham Bowls Club  
 
Trentham Bowls Club held its annual members pairs competition on 13 June 2021.  This year, 
following sponsorship from Rebellion Brewery, it was renamed “The Rebellion Pairs” 
competition.  The weather was hot and sunny, and the two barrels of beer supplied by the 
Rebellion Brewery went down very well with players and spectators alike.   
 

 
2021 winners receiving the 

Rebellion Shield from  

Club President, Mr Brian Heath 

This inaugural Rebellion Pairs competition was of a format new 
to the club; once all the players had completed the first phase of 
games, there was a round robin with each pair playing six games 
of four ends, culminating in a close-fought, exciting Grand Final – 
after a dramatic last end, played to cheers of support and 
encouragement from the spectators, Jim Bampton and Kim 
Uzzell narrowly beat Rick Hough and Denis Raywood. 

 
A very big “thank you” goes to George Foster who planned and ran the competition expertly, 
ensuring everyone knew what to do on the day, and also making sure all players had the 
opportunity to play each other.   
 
 
 

Tour de Purley - update 
 
The organisers of this year’s Tour de Purley have taken the decision to 
hold the event entirely virtually for the first time.  This means the tour 
can run throughout the summer, not only on one day, which means 
more people can join in.   
 
The start date will be Sunday 4 July, and the event will close at 
midnight on Tuesday 31 August; participants can cycle their distance at 
the time and place of their choosing, they just have to submit their 
evidence (Garmin, Strava, Fitbit, photo, etc) by the closing date in 
order to be awarded their goodie bag and medal.  

 
Anyone who had already booked a ticket to the “real” event will be contacted by the 
organisers. 
 
This event is organised by Friends of Purley School and all funds raised will be used in support 
of the school and its pupils.  If you’d like to find out more about the 2021 virtual Tour de Purley, 
please contact tourdepurley@outlook.com  
 
 

mailto:tourdepurley@outlook.com


 
 

Great British Spring Clean 
 

 
Ready to start! 

Although Purley is very fortunate in having a group of local residents who 
regularly pick up litter, there are some areas which are more remote or 
harder to reach where rubbish can build up.  With this in mind, as part of 
Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean campaign, Purley Sustainability 
Group organised a community litter pick on Sunday 6 June to help clear 
waste from some of the more difficult to reach locations. 

 
The group of adults and young people retrieved bottles, broken 
plastic debris, aluminium cans and sweet wrappers from the scrub 
and sandy areas along the river.  They also found several bags of 
“ready-wrapped” dog waste in the middle of Blount’s Meadow, 
and large numbers of bottles and wrappers in Bucknell’s Meadow 
and around Colyton Way, particularly at the bus stop.   

 

 
A selection of rubbish found 

 
As a reminder, if you do enjoy spending time around the village and by the river, please do 
throw your litter away; if the bins are full, rubbish should be taken away rather than left on the 
ground or on the bin. 
 
PSG will be organising future litter picking afternoons, and anyone who would like to help keep 
the area litter-free and wildlife friendly will be welcome to join them. 
 
 

Purley Sustainability Group (PSG) 
 
Following the item in last month’s Newsletter, PSG has confirmed that medication blister packs 
can now again be accepted at the Terracycle collection point on Beech Road (open from 
8.00am to 4.00pm on the second Sunday of each month).   
 
Please note that items do need to be clean and separated – mixed bags take a considerable 
amount of time for PSG volunteers to sort out. 
 
For full details of what can be recycled, please contact PSG via the e-mail address below.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The first repair café planned for Saturday 10 July has had to be temporarily postponed until 
further notice.  It will be started when possible, so do keep an eye out for notices. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
For more information about these and other PSG projects, please see the group’s Facebook 
page (search for “Purley Sustainability Group”) or contact purleysustainability@gmail.com 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MjcuNDExNjE2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5rZWVwYnJpdGFpbnRpZHkub3JnLyJ9.F-2iuoENHBaLzyn4i44YkDtwugrGyoOVdnwdLinHX5Q/s/1147740803/br/107068287167-l
mailto:purleysustainability@gmail.com


 
 

Purley on Thames Cricket Club  
 

This year has seen a busy (Covid-safe) start to the cricket season, even if some of the traditional 
aspects (no tea, no changing rooms, no shining the ball, etc) of the game are not yet permitted. 
 

The senior sides (Saturday 1sts, 2nds, 3rds, Sunday and Midweek XIs) are all doing well and, 
due to increased availability, the club has introduced an occasional Saturday 4th XI which 
played and won its first game on 19 June against Maidenhead and Bray CC.  In addition, the 
club has appointed a Senior Club Coach who oversees training on Thursday evenings. 
 

 
Under 11 girls enjoy their first game 

There is high demand for Junior Cricket too, and the club is 
running mixed age groups from under 8s/9s through to under 
19s, as well as girls at under 11s, 13s and 15s.  The club has also 
run a successful AllStar cricket course introducing 35 
enthusiastic 5, 6 and 7 year-olds to cricket and, in the summer 
holidays, there will be a girl-focussed Dynamo cricket course to 
introduce 8-11 year-old girls to the sport. 

 

If you’d like to know more about the cricket club or might be interested in becoming a 
member, please contact karenpbishop55@gmail.com 

 
Purley Community Shop and Post Office  
 

Since the closure of the Post Office on Purley Rise, the aim has been to introduce a new 
Community Shop and Post Office.  Work to achieve this was significantly delayed by Covid-19 
and lockdowns, but a steering group has now been set up, a constitution written and a project 
plan has been started.  A site at Goosecroft has also been identified and the proposed layout 
includes a new, prefabricated building with full utilities.   
 

The shop would belong to the community and be managed by a committee of local residents; 
all profits would be put back into the business, and the work of managing and running the shop 
would be carried out by volunteers.  This is all in line with a well-established model of 
community businesses supported by the Plunkett Foundation and used by community stores all 
over the country including, locally, in South Stoke and East Hagbourne. 
 

The intention is to use local suppliers and aim for sustainability as much as possible; the 
community shop would complement rather than compete with the shop on Colyton Way. 
 

There will be updates on progress, and volunteers will be sought to help with setting things up 
as well as with the future running of the shop.  Please do consider if you could offer your time 
and support.   
 

In the meantime, the outreach Post Office continues to run from 2.15pm to 4.15pm on Monday 
afternoons (except Bank Holidays) in the Small Hall of the Barn at Goosecroft and offers a range 
of services. 
 

Purley Community Shop and Post Office Steering Group 

mailto:karenpbishop55@gmail.com


 
 

What’s on  
 

 

From Friday 25 June to Sunday 5 September, there will be an interactive 
exhibition “Game Plan: Board Games Rediscovered” at The Base 
Greenham.  There will be over one hundred items from the V&A 
Museum of Childhood’s collection of board games to see, including 
family favourites such as Cluedo and Trivial Pursuit, traditional games 
like chess, and some historical games such as “The Game of the Goose”. 

 

For more information and to book tickets, please see here 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
Sunday 4 July to Tuesday 31 August – the virtual Tour de Purley.  See item above for further 
information.  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Following the government’s decision to push back step 4 of its roadmap out of lockdown, the 
committee organising the Goring and Streatley Regatta has decided to run a rowing-only event 
this year.  The regatta is scheduled for 17 July and, although the rowing competition will still 
run, there will be no spectators or shoreside entertainment and activities. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
On Friday 23 July, the Rain or Shine Theatre Company will be performing Oliver Goldsmith’s 
18th century farce “She Stoops to Conquer” at the Barn, Goosecroft.  Doors will open at 6.45pm 
with the performance starting at 7.30pm.   
 
For more information, please call 0118 942 4167.  Tickets may be booked by calling 03306 
600541. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Looking ahead, Friends of Purley Barn is organising a Late Summer Spectacular Jazz Concert in 
the Barn at Goosecroft on Saturday 11 September.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 

https://thebasegreenham.com/
https://thebasegreenham.com/
https://thebasegreenham.co.uk/event/v-a-game-plan-1
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true


 
 

 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office remains closed to the public but, if you would like to contact us, please call 
0118 984 4507 and leave a message or you may deliver things using the letterbox outside the 
office.  We will also be accessing our e-mails, and you are welcome to contact us: 
 

Christopher Thompson, Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk   

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 
 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

