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Parish Council matters  
 
I am so pleased to welcome Christopher Thompson to Purley on Thames as our Parish Clerk – 
but I’ll let him introduce himself more fully in the item below. 
 
Over the past four weeks, Chris has already added great value to the workings of the Parish 
Council, and we look forward to a productive time in our parish and to ensuring that we focus 
on decisions which are value for money made without fear or favour.  Both Chris and I would 
like Purley on Thames to be a place where work, living, rest and play can safely and properly 
reflect the needs and peaceful enjoyment of parishioners. 
 
On a different note, we currently have a vacancy on the Parish Council.  If you live in the civil 
parish of Purley on Thames and are over 18, have enthusiasm, energy, respect for your 
community and enjoy working in teams, then we would like to hear from you and to welcome 
you to our diverse and inclusive group.   
 
If you’d like to know more about the role of Parish Councillor, please contact the clerk by 
e-mailing clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk or calling the office on 0118 984 4507. 
 
Councillor Jane Langford 
Chairman  
Purley on Thames Parish Council 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wildflower roundabout on Oxford Road 

 

As you might have noticed, the roundabout at the junction of Oxford Road, Knowsley Road and 
Simons Close has a beautiful display of wildflowers, including poppies and cornflowers, this 

year.  The roundabout is maintained by West Berkshire Council with sponsorship from Purley 
Park Trust, so our thanks must go to both! 

 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 

Clerk to Purley on Thames Parish Council 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the new clerk to Purley on Thames 
Parish Council.  I was lucky enough to be shown around the village and its facilities as part of 
my recruitment process and that, coupled with the people I met, meant that when the job was 
offered to me it was an instant “yes please”! 
 
A month in I can’t say that I have any regrets.   
 
I have been – and still am – faced with a very steep learning curve, but it’s all made much easier 
by the great team in the office and on the council as a whole; almost everyone I’ve met so far 
has been very friendly, kind and helpful. 
 
My background is that I first went to school in Sonning, until my family moved to the south 
coast.  My university years were spent in Oxford and, after a post-graduate course in 
Nottingham, I started work in Buckinghamshire where I was a solicitor in private practice for 
over 20 years before I joined the Crown Prosecution Service where I spent a further 12 years 
“on the other side of the fence”. 
 
All in all, I’ve spent most of my life in the Thames Valley area, and returning to Berkshire feels 
like coming home!  The recent move from Buckinghamshire resulted from my partner, a vet, 
relocating for work.  We now live a short commute from Purley with our aging but wonderful 
blue staffie, Lenny; he was rescued by the RSPCA about five years ago and, for us, it was love at 
first sight when we met him.  If you come into the office to see me, there’s a fair chance you’ll 
be able to meet Lenny too! 
 
I am here to support the councillors in all they do for the local community – I am also here for 
you so if you have any ideas as to how we can make Purley even better than it already is, 
please let me know.   Equally, if you have a question or problem, my colleagues and I will 
always do our best to help.   
 
Thank you to everyone for making me feel so welcome here – I am gradually learning about the 
area and the people, and look forward to meeting many more of you.  I hope to be a regular 
contributor to this Parish Council Newsletter so if there are any specific areas you’d like me to 
cover, please do let me know, either by e-mailing me or by coming in to the Parish Office to 
meet me. 
 
Christopher Thompson 
Clerk to Purley on Thames Parish Council 
 



 
 

From the Parish Office 
 

Although the government has recently relaxed Covid restrictions, for the ongoing protection of 
our hirers and users as well as councillors and officers, we are taking a more cautious approach 
which means hirers of Parish Council facilities – including the Barn – will still be required to 
wear masks, use sanitiser, clean tables and chairs, etc.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
All being well, the Parish Office will be open to the public once more from 2.30pm on Monday 
2 August.   
 
Visitors are encouraged to ring the office on 0118 984 4507 ahead of their visit, masks must be 
worn, and no more than two members of the public will be permitted to enter at any one time.  
All visitors will be asked to sign in.   

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Over the past month, we have arranged for tree branches to be cleared from various places 
where they’d fallen, including on Goosecroft Lane and at Pikeshaw.   
 
If you see fallen branches or problems on Parish Council land, please do contact the office to let 
us know. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

 

This picture shows the large quantities of rubbish left around the 
bins at the River Gardens end of Blount’s Meadow recently.  A 
very big thank you to Colin, the Amenities Officer, for clearing it. 
 
As a reminder, the large blue Grundon waste bin at the 
Mapledurham Drive entrance to Blount’s Meadow is intended for 
use by the public and to help keep the area clear.  Otherwise, if 
litter bins are full, please do bag your rubbish up and take it away 
with you.  

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
We are aware that the dog waste and litter bins at the end of Long Lane were removed some 
time ago.  This has been reported to West Berkshire Council and we are awaiting replacement 
bins to be installed. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Unfortunately, our stocks of dog waste bags ran out a few months ago and West Berkshire 
Council’s supplier has not yet been able to provide any more.  We are chasing this up regularly 
and will ensure bags are available again as soon as possible. 



 
 

 

 

Bucknell’s Meadow 
 

We are very pleased to confirm that, after a few delays, most of the new play and gym 
equipment is now installed in Bucknell’s Meadow.  There is a little more work to be carried out 
but the project is nearing completion. 

The old gym equipment has been replaced by a chest press and 
pull-down exerciser, bike, skier, double-leg press, balance beams, 
sit-up bench and surfer – there should be something of interest 
to most keep-fit enthusiasts! 

 
Gym equipment 

 
The “Purley Flyer” 

Younger age groups can enjoy the new 
play train and carriage – the “Purley Flyer” 
– and there’s also a rocking horse.  For 
toddlers, there’s an interactive board 
shaped like a circus Big Top. 

 

 
Circus Big Top 

 
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
On a rather less positive note, we are extremely sorry to report that there has been an incident 
of local youths drinking alcohol and smashing bottles on and around the play equipment at 
Bucknell’s Meadow.  When a very community-spirited resident asked them to stop, things 
seem to have turned quite unpleasant – while our sincere thanks do go to anyone who does try 
to address such issues, we must also urge caution when doing so.  The matter was also 
reported to the police. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Regular visitors to Bucknell’s Meadow might have noticed that there various open-air fitness 
classes are being held there now.  The sessions are currently as follows: 
 
Tuesday  7.00-8.00pm exercise class 
Wednesday  6.00-6.45pm fitness 7.00-9.00pm Tai Chi 
Thursday  7.00-8.00pm exercise class 7.00-9.00pm Tai Chi 
Saturday  10.00-10.45am  fitness  8.00-8.45pm fitness 
 
If you’d like to know more or to try any of the classes, please go to the meadow and speak to 
the relevant instructor. 
 
 



 
 

 

Road safety 
 
The variable weather over the past few weeks has led to a burgeoning of trees and plants 
which, sadly, in places has led to problems such as foliage overhanging traffic lights and road 
signs, as well as pavements becoming overgrown.   
 
We have reported various issues along the A329 Oxford Road to West Berkshire Council, but if 
you see other problem areas along roads or pavements, please do log them online at 
westberks.gov.uk/reportaproblem  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
West Berkshire Council is expected to launch a new Speed Intervention Programme in the next 
few weeks, and this is likely to be a catalyst for new initiatives in the area.  Anyone interested 
in becoming part of a potential community speedwatch group in Purley on Thames should 
please contact the office to let us know.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
One ongoing effect of coronavirus and lockdowns has been that more people have taken up 
cycling regularly, and there are obvious benefits to this; not only is it a healthy option, it is also 
far more environmentally-friendly than driving.   
 
There are, however, also risks associated with cycling, particularly as riding on the pavement 
often seems safer to the cyclist than using the road. 
 
Under British law, bicycles are considered to be vehicles, so they are permitted only on the 
roads or on designated cycle ways; it is illegal to ride them pavements (this is also true for 
children although there is no criminal liability for a child under ten years old).  The police rarely 
enforce this law – technically, there is a maximum penalty of £500.00 – which makes it all the 
more important for cyclists to remember that they have no right to cycle on the pavement, and 
to show awareness, consideration and respect to pedestrians.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Electric scooters are also growing more popular but, under UK law, it is still illegal to ride them 
in a public place (including on paths, cycle lanes, pavements and roads), except in the official 
trial areas.  It is an offence to ride them and possible penalties include fines and/or points on 
the user’s driving licence (one 15-year old caught repeatedly riding an e-scooter will have 
points on his licence as soon as he become eligible for one). 

http://www.westberks.gov.uk/reportaproblem


 
 

Thames Valley Police  
 

A series of combined events with Thames Valley Police (TVP), mounted police from Milton 
Keynes, and the fire brigade is being organised for the riverside on Wednesday 4 August and 
again on Friday 20, Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 August.   
 

The ambulance service is unlikely to be present as it is not yet undertaking any public 
engagements because of Covid. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The police station is due to move from Pangbourne to the new tri-service community station in 
Theale from 1 November.  The new site will be shared by TVP, Fire and Rescue and South 
Central Ambulance Service. 
 

 

West Berkshire Council 
 

Unfortunately, West Berkshire Council (WBC) temporarily had to suspend its green bin garden 
and food waste collection service for two weeks from Tuesday 20 July.   
 

This was because of staff shortages caused by a number of waste truck drivers and operatives 
being advised to self-isolate by the track and trace system.  By suspending the garden waste 
service, it was possible to ensure rubbish (black bins) and recycling (green bags and boxes) 
continued to be collected as scheduled. 
 

The service will be resumed from Tuesday 3 August, and up to three open-topped bags (each 
no larger than a 50-litre bin bag) of extra garden waste will be collected on a one-off basis. 
 

For further information, please see here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The 2021/22 garden waste collection service starts on 30 August 2021 and runs until 28 August 
2022.  This is an additional, opt-in, paid for service offered by WBC.  More information, 
including how to subscribe, may be found here 
 

As a gesture of goodwill for suspension of this year’s service from 20 July to 2 August inclusive, 
WBC has announced that all 2021/22 subscriptions will be reduced by £4.00 per garden waste 
bin.  

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

In October 2020, WBC consulted on its draft Leisure Strategy 2021-2031, which set out 
proposed plans for the district's active leisure offering.  Part of the feedback was that the draft 
strategy did not include all types of activity people would like included.  As a result of this 
feedback, the council is consulting again. 
 

Further information and the new survey may be found here 

https://info.westberks.gov.uk/article/38379/Garden-and-Food-Waste-Temporarily-Suspended
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/gardenwaste
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/draftleisurestrategy
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/whatsyourleisure


 
 

Thames Valley Flood Scheme Consultation  
 

There is a long history of flooding in the Thames Valley and the risk is expected to increase as a 
result of climate change.   
 

The Environment Agency is currently consulting on the approaches being considered to 
manage the flood risk in the area, including large-scale floodwater storage, natural flood 
management measures, and hard engineered methods such as flood barriers.  The public 
consultation runs until 20 August 2021; to find out more, please see here 
 
 

Roads  
 

Highways England is carrying out essential repairs to a motorway bridge between junctions 13 
and 14 of the M4 because inspections found water leaking through the joints of the bridge 
which carries the road over Welford Road, near Wickham.   
 

Work includes reconstructing the central reservation, replacing bridge joints, resurfacing the 
motorway across the bridge, and upgrading the safety barrier along the verges. 
 

In order to carry out all the work safely, weekend closures of the motorway between junctions 
13 and 14 are scheduled as follows: 
 

• 9.00pm on Friday 30 July to 6.00am on Monday 2 August; 

• 9.00pm on Friday 20 August to 6.00am on Monday 23 August; 

• 9.00pm on Friday 10 September to 6.00am on Monday 13 September (contingency); 

• 9.00pm on Friday 24 September to 6.00am on Monday 27 September; and  

• 9.00pm on Friday 8 October to 6.00am on Monday 11 October (contingency). 
 
During these closures, signed diversions will be in place via the A338, A4 and A34.  
 

If you have any questions or would like further information, please call 0300 123 5000, 
email info@highwaysengland.co.uk, or visit the Highways England web site -  
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/south-east/south-east-maintenance-schemes/ 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Streatley Hill will be closed from 2 to 13 August while repairs are being carried out to the Bull. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The roundabout at junction 12 of the M4 remains subject to overnight closures (9.00pm to 
6.00am) on weekdays until 11 October.  The restrictions will be implemented only as and when 
necessary with dates and times of closures and diversion routes being advertised locally.   
 

More information may be found here, and the contact number for enquiries is 07500 515934.   

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/thames/tvfs-home/
mailto:info@highwaysengland.co.uk
http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/south-east/south-east-maintenance-schemes/
https://one.network/?tm=GB122486732


 
 

 

Village matters  
 

Defribillators  
 
A new defribillator has been installed at Purley Park Social Club and The Mad Duck Café on 
Wintringham Way.  This means there are now five available around Purley at the following 
locations: 
 

• Purley Park Social Club/The Mad Duck Café, Wintringham Way 

• Purley Sports and Social Club, Goosecroft (maintained by Parish Council) 

• Memorial Hall, Glebe Road 

• Trentham Bowling Club, Bowling Green Lane 

• Purley Park Trust, Huckleberry Close (not currently available to the public, although the 
possibility of registering it for community use is being investigated) 

 
Some of the above may not be available when the host venue/club is closed and the site is 
locked. 
 
 

Swan upping, Thursday 22 July   
 

 

This year, the annual census and health check of the 
swan population on the River Thames took place over 
three days, with the Swan Uppers arriving in Purley on 
Thames on Thursday 22 July. 
 
Many locals and visitors enjoyed seeing the event – 
these pictures show the skiffs being taken through 
Mapledurham Lock.  

 
 

More news and what’s on  
 
Don’t forget that Friends of Purley School’s (FoPS) virtual Tour de Purley continues until 
Tuesday 31 August.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
On Friday 6 August, the Public Protection Partnership’s Animal Warden Officers will be visiting 
Purley and Sulham Woods, talking to dog owners and members of the public.  More 
information is available here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

https://publicprotectionpartnership.org.uk/news-articles/meet-the-animal-wardens-summer-2021/


 
 

 
Wednesday 11 to Sunday 15 August, Henley Royal Regatta - www.hrr.co.uk/2021-regatta/ 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 August - Reading Festival 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Friends of Purley Barn is holding a Late Summer Spectacular Jazz Concert in the Barn at 
Goosecroft on Saturday 11 September.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 
 
 
 
 

Contact 
 
The Parish Office will re-open to the public from 2 August.  Usual public hours are as follows, 
but it is best to contact us first on 0118 984 4507 if possible.  Please note that no more than 
two visitors allowed in at once, masks must be worn and you will be asked to sign in. 
 

Monday 2.30pm to 6.30pm 
Thursday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

 
Alternatively, letters may be delivered using the letterbox outside the office, or you are 
welcome to contact us via e-mail: 
 

Christopher Thompson, Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk   

 
Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information and updates. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 
 

https://www.hrr.co.uk/2021-regatta/
https://www.readingfestival.com/
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/

