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Parish Council matters  
 

From the Clerk  
 
Having been in post since the end of June, I’ve now met quite a few people and learned a little 
more about Purley on Thames - it is a lovely place to work and, I am sure, to live but, perhaps 
partly because of its riverside location, it does suffer from a litter problem.  Sadly, littering has 
become a widespread issue; my previous parish certainly suffered from it, as does the village I 
live in now.  It seems some people just find it easier to drop their rubbish on the pavement 
rather than put it in a bin. 
 
The Parish Council does its best to provide necessary facilities, paying for bins and having them 
emptied.  At Goosecroft we provide ten rubbish bins which are emptied two or three times a 
week.  Yet almost every morning as I walk from the car park to the office, I come across crisp 
packets, plastic bottles and sandwich packets.  My worst discovery (so far!) was two dirty 
nappies left with the remnants of a picnic right next to a rubbish bin on Lower Goosecroft. 
 
The meadows near the river are also particularly bad so, during the summer we provide an 
additional 1,100 litre wheelie bin on Mapledurham Drive to enable those who’ve enjoyed the 
area to dispose of their rubbish safely. 
 
Thankfully, it’s not all bad news – there are some very community-spirited residents who go 
out and collect rubbish from around the village, and Purley Sustainability Group arranged a 
litter picking day at the beginning of June as part of the “Great British Spring Clean Campaign”. 
 
There is also valuable support in the ongoing battle against litter from the team at The Mad 
Duck Café, who regularly clear rubbish from Blount’s Meadow and the Thames Path.  They 
encourage customers to help too: anyone may borrow a litter picker and take a black sack to fill 
with rubbish as they enjoy a walk.  When the kit is returned to the café, the rubbish collector is 
rewarded with a free hot drink!  If it’s not convenient to go to the large wheelie bin on 
Mapledurham Drive, it is sometimes possible to leave the bags of rubbish at the café. 
 
Sadly, we can’t stop people from dropping their rubbish, but recognition and a huge “thank 
you” must go to everyone who helps clear it up.  If we all do a little bit when we can, it will 
really help keep Purley on Thames a safe and beautiful place – and, who knows, over time, 
perhaps we’ll even change a few people’s minds and make them think twice about littering! 
 
Christopher Thompson 
Clerk to Purley on Thames Parish Council 
 



 
 

 
 

Vacancy for a Parish Councillor 
 
We do still have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.   
 
Anyone who is interested or who would like more information about what the role involves 
should please contact Chris Thompson by e-mailing clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk or by 
calling 0118 984 4507.  
 
 
 

From the Parish Office 
 

We are very pleased to confirm that the Parish Office is once again open to the public on 
Monday afternoons and Thursday mornings – hours may be found at the end of this 
Newsletter.   
 
For the protection of both officers and visitors, we do ask that masks are worn inside the 
building, that no more than two visitors enter at any time, that hand sanitiser (provided) is 
used, and that visitors sign in.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
There were reports this month from members of the public who were concerned that the grass 
in Blount’s Meadow was not being cut.  We have contacted the owner’s agent who accepts 
that the long grass presents a fire risk and recognises the need for the meadow to be mowed.   
 
The grass has, however, yet to be mowed so we are in discussion with the agent as to whether 
it would be helpful for us to arrange for this to be done (given the estate is the other side of the 
lock/weir so the meadow is not easily accessible).   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
We have, at last, received a small supply of dog waste bags from West Berkshire Council – and 
we have requested a further delivery so hope to be fully stocked again fairly soon.   
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
A survey of all lighting – in the office, Barn and pavilion – has been carried out to determine the 
viability of converting it to halogen as being both cost-effective and more environmentally 
friendly. 
 

mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 
 

Parish Council committees - Planning 
 
As part of the process of communication with the community, we are aiming to include some 
information about and updates from the various committees, starting with the Planning 
Committee.  We hope this will clarify the purpose of each committee and perhaps even 
encourage members of the public to attend meetings. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Although the Parish Council (PC) is not the planning authority, it is a statutory consultee in the 
planning process.  This means the planning authority – for Purley on Thames, that is West 
Berkshire Council (WBC) – will inform the PC about applications in the parish (as well as those 
close to the boundaries) and will invite comments from us.  The PC can, however, comment 
only in the same way as any individual; it is not able to approve or reject applications and has 
no special influence over WBC’s final decision.   
 
At Purley, there is a committee which deals specifically with planning issues on behalf of the PC 
– meetings are scheduled for the first and third Mondays of each month and are open to 
members of the public.  Five councillors currently sit on the Planning Committee, which is 
chaired by Councillor Adams and clerked by the Assistant Clerk who submits agreed comments 
to WBC after each meeting, and all comments are reported back to full council. 
 
Comments from the committee must be made only on “material planning considerations” 
which means they will focus on matters such as the environment, safety, over-development of 
an area, flood risk, as well as any potential negative impact on immediate neighbours, for 
example increased overlooking or noise, or loss of light to another property.  Personal 
preferences and speculation, for example over future use or developer’s motivation, are not 
material planning considerations. 
 
All planning applications may be viewed on West Berkshire Council’s web site (this is also 
where information about making an application may be found), and any member of the public 
who has concerns about an application may submit their own comments direct to West 
Berkshire Council.   
 
Alternatively, anyone wishing to attend a meeting of the PC’s Planning Committee to raise their 
concerns about a planning issue should contact the Assistant Clerk by e-mailing 
asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

More information about the planning authority’s role, together with contact numbers and 
useful links may be found on the Planning and Building Control Solutions page of WBC’s web 
site. 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/article/35560/Planning-and-Building-Control-Solutions
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/planningandbuildingcontrol


 
 

Scams 
 

Action Fraud has received over 700 reports from members of the public about fake e-mails 
purporting to be from the NHS.   
 

The e-mails claim to be able to provide a “digital passport” which “proves you have been 
vaccinated against COVID-19”.  These e-mails are fake, and the links within them lead to 
genuine-looking web sites which steal personal and financial information. 
 

Please be aware that, in the UK, coronavirus vaccines will be available only via the NHS, and at 
no point will you be asked to pay as the vaccine is free of charge.  The NHS will never ask for 
any banking details, PIN numbers or passwords; it will never ask for personal documents as 
proof of identity; and no one from the NHS will arrive unannounced to administer the vaccine.   
 

Anyone wishing to check their vaccination status may do so – for free – through the official NHS 
app, on the NHS web site, or by calling the NHS on 119. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Anyone receiving a call which seems fraudulent should hang up.  Suspicious e-mails can be 
reported by forwarding the message to report@phishing.gov.uk.  Suspicious text messages can 
be reported by forwarding them to 7726 (free of charge). 
 

If you believe you are a victim of a fraud, please report it to Action Fraud as soon as possible by 
calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk  
 
 

Roads  
 

Highways England continues to carry out essential repairs to an M4 bridge and, in order to 
carry out the work safely, weekend closures of the motorway between junctions 13 and 14 are 
scheduled as follows: 

• 9.00pm on Friday 10 September to 6.00am on Monday 13 September (contingency); 

• 9.00pm on Friday 24 September to 6.00am on Monday 27 September; and  

• 9.00pm on Friday 8 October to 6.00am on Monday 11 October (contingency). 
 

During these closures, signed diversions will be in place via the A338, A4 and A34.  
 

If you have any questions or would like further information, please call 0300 123 5000, 
email info@highwaysengland.co.uk, or visit the Highways England web site -  
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/south-east/south-east-maintenance-schemes/ 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The roundabout at junction 12 of the M4 remains subject to overnight closures (9.00pm to 
6.00am) on weekdays until 11 October.  Restrictions will be implemented only as and when 
necessary with dates with times of closures and diversion routes being advertised locally.   
 

More information may be found here, and the contact number for enquiries is 07500 515934.   

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
mailto:info@highwaysengland.co.uk
http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/south-east/south-east-maintenance-schemes/
https://one.network/?tm=GB122486732


 
 

 

West Berkshire Council 
 
Under the Flood and Water Management Act (2010), West Berkshire Council (WBC) is 
designated as a Lead Local Flood Authority, and has statutory powers and responsibilities for 
co-ordinating flood risk management in partnership with other organisations.  WBC is 
responsible for managing surface and ground water, and ordinary watercourses, whereas main 
rivers such as the River Kennet, the River Lambourn and the River Pang are managed by 
the Environment Agency. 
 
WBC is therefore required to develop a Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (LFRMS), which 
has to set out how it will work with professional partners and local communities to understand 
local flooding, communicate risks and manage unacceptable risks, both now and in the future. 
The strategy also helps individuals, communities and businesses understand local flood risk, 
what action they can expect to see in regard to local flood risk management, and what action 
they can take to reduce their risk from future flood events. 
 
The current strategy is due to be updated so WBC has been working to prepare a new draft 
strategy for 2021-2026 which was released for consultation on Monday 23 August.  If you 
would like to have your say on the draft strategy, please see here to take part in the survey – 
the deadline for completion is midnight on Sunday 3 October 2021 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
West Berkshire Libraries have been working with the West Berkshire Central Family Hub in 
Thatcham to develop a new Toy Library which opened in August.  The library includes a large 
selection of items to suit children up to five years old.  Toys are usually hired for 28 days, 
charges vary.  All members of West Berkshire Libraries can use their library card to reserve 
items online, they will be advised when the toys are ready for collection from the Family Hub. 
 
For further details, please e-mail toylibrary@westberks.gov.uk or call 01635 865318. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The 2021/22 garden waste collection service starts on 30 August 2021 and runs until 28 August 
2022.  It is an opt-in, paid-for service offered by WBC, and subscriptions must be paid online or 
by Direct Debit.   
 
As a gesture of goodwill for suspension of this year’s service from 20 July to 2 August inclusive, 
WBC is reducing all 2021/22 subscriptions by £4.00 per garden waste bin.  
 
More information, including how to subscribe, may be found here 
 
 

http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGVnaXNsYXRpb24uZ292LnVrL3VrcGdhLzIwMTAvMjkvY29udGVudHM%3d&r=13443674752&d=14542016&p=1&t=h&h=25b37d7e226f7e224d80908aa49c9081
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ292LnVrL2dvdmVybm1lbnQvb3JnYW5pc2F0aW9ucy9lbnZpcm9ubWVudC1hZ2VuY3k%3d&r=13443674752&d=14542016&p=1&t=h&h=f45df550402ffcf61200da341ab640a8
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly9pbmZvLndlc3RiZXJrcy5nb3YudWsvZHJhZnRMRlJNUw%3d%3d&r=13443674752&d=14542016&p=1&t=h&h=c709def8c77ec7c821bd068e6748f352
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly9pbmZvLndlc3RiZXJrcy5nb3YudWsvZHJhZnRMRlJNUw%3d%3d&r=13443674752&d=14542016&p=1&t=h&h=c709def8c77ec7c821bd068e6748f352
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/draftLFRMS
https://westberks.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/WPAC/TOYLIB?HOMEPRMS=UD_TOYPARAMS
mailto:toylibrary@westberks.gov.uk
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/gardenwaste


 
 

 

Village matters  
 

Volunteering opportunity  
 
Walking for Health is a national scheme aimed at encouraging people to go out walking, not 
only as a way of exercising but also to help combat loneliness and isolation – walking is good 
for mental as well as physical health and wellbeing.   
 
WBC organises Walking for Health locally and currently has 12 groups dotted around the 
district, each led by a team of volunteers.  It is hoped that the programme can be expanded, 
which means more walk leaders are needed.   
 
If you like the outdoors and would like to help others enjoy it too, please see here or e-mail 
walking@westberks.gov.uk for more information. 
 
 
 

Great Big Green Week - 18-26 September  
  
From 18 to 26 September, communities across the country will join together for the Great Big 
Green Week, a week of national events celebrating action on climate change.  It will be the 
biggest event on climate change and nature ever held in the UK and it is hoped that thousands 
of events nationwide will celebrate the ways in which communities are taking action to tackle 
climate change and protect green spaces.  The aim is to raise the profile of climate change, 
show why it is relevant to local communities, and highlight ways we can all contribute to 
preserving the natural environment. 
 
During the Great Big Green Week, parish councillors and officers will be exploring our own 
sustainability strategy as well as the “green credentials” of our suppliers.  We will also look at 
ways to improve our overall processes; a new recycling scheme has already been introduced in 
the Parish Office which is one step in the right direction.   
 
As part of the Great Big Green Week campaign, we would also like to involve the wider 
community if at all possible – it might be a little late to organise a major event, but there must 
be things we can all do together during the week.  As Chris Thompson, the clerk, has already 
said, litter is an ongoing problem so one thought is that we could arrange a community litter-
pick during the week to bring together parishioners, councillors and officers who regularly work 
so hard to keep Purley litter-free.  
 
If you have any ideas or suggestions as to what we can do as a community during the week, 
please do let us know by contacting Chris – clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – or by coming in 
to the office to see us. 
 

https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/volunteer-with-us
mailto:walking@westberks.gov.uk
https://greatbiggreenweek.com/
https://greatbiggreenweek.com/
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 

More news and what’s on  
 
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 August - Reading Festival 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

This year’s Englefield 10k fun run is on Sunday 29 August – www.englefieldrun.info  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Purley Sports and Social Club is holding an open day at Goosecroft from 1.00pm to 8.00pm on 
Monday 30 August.  There will be face painting, a barbecue, ice creams, a coconut shy, beat the 
keeper, as well as the opportunity to try tennis and cricket, and live music from 5.00pm to 
7.00pm.   

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

A Festival of Art will be held at the Memorial Hall from 10.00am to 3.00pm on Saturday 
4 September.   
 

This is an opportunity to see a range of creative works crafted by local people – there will be 
painting, textiles, jewellery, sculpture, stained glass, calligraphy, leathercraft and more on 
display inside and outside the hall.  There will also be artists’ demonstrations, children’s 
activities, a raffle, and refreshments.  Entrance is free. 
 

For more information, please contact madeinpurley@gmail.com  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

From 2.00pm to 3.15pm on Thursday 9 September, Berkshire Family History Society is holding 
an online social history talk “Berkshire and the Industrial Revolution”.  For details and to book a 
place, please see https://berksfhs.org  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

The Mad Duck Café on Wintringham Way will be closed from 10 to 26 September. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Purley Horticultural Society and Purley WI are holding their Late Summer Show from 2.30pm to 
4.00pm on Saturday 11 September at the Memorial Hall on Glebe Road.  The show is open to 
the public and refreshments will be available.   
 

Show scheduled and entry forms are available via www.purleyonthames.org.uk/PHS/ and the 
close date for entries is Tuesday 7 September.  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

https://www.readingfestival.com/
http://www.englefieldrun.info/
mailto:madeinpurley@gmail.com
https://berksfhs.org.uk/
http://www.purleyonthames.org.uk/PHS/


 
 
 
 

Friends of Purley Barn’s Late Summer Spectacular Jazz Concert will be held in the Barn at 
Goosecroft on Saturday 11 September.  Doors will open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm and 
pre-booking is required.   
 
Please see here for more details and booking information. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
On Tuesday 21 September, there will be an antique fair in both halls of the Barn at Goosecroft 
during the day. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Reading Museum’s Abbey Quarter Tours, a walking tour led by trained volunteer guides, will 
continue every Saturday morning until 25 September.  Each tour starts at 11.00am and lasts 
around an hour and a half.  For more information and to book a place, please see here 
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
The Mad Duck Café will reopen on Sunday 26 September and, with Purley Park Social Club, is 
holding a MacMillan Coffee Morning from 10.30am.  There will be dinks, cakes and a raffle, and 
whole day will be dedicated to Macmillan Cancer Support  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
Looking slightly ahead, Purley Sustainability Group hopes to run its first repair café at The Mad 
Duck on Wintringham Way from 3.00pm to 5.00pm on Saturday 9 October.   
 
This will be an opportunity to bring broken items in and learn, with help from volunteers, how 
to fix them.  There is no charge but voluntary contributions are welcome.    
 
For further details, please contact purleysustainability@gmail.com  
 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
 
If you have an event you’d like included in this Newsletter or on the What's On page of the 
Parish Council’s web site, please contact the Assistant Clerk with details. 
 

https://fopb.net/events/jazz-evening-with-the-keys-duo/
https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/whats-on/reading-abbey-quarter-tours
https://www.macmillan.org.uk/?gclid=eaiaiqobchmi8_ishy7r8giv1u7tch2eiwyqeaayasaaegjh2vd_bwe&gclsrc=aw.ds
mailto:purleysustainability@gmail.com
https://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/whats-on/?preview_id=9303&preview_nonce=3f5ae2252c&preview=true


 
 

 

Contact 
 

Please see the Parish Council web site – www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk – for further 
information and updates.  The Parish Office is open to the public as follows: 
 

Monday 2.30pm to 6.30pm 
Thursday 9.30am to 2.30pm 

 

If possible, please contact us 0118 984 4507 before visiting.  We ask that no more than two 
visitors are in the building at any time, that masks are worn and visitors sign in and use the 
hand sanitiser. 
 

Alternatively, letters may be delivered using the letterbox outside the office, or you are 
welcome to contact us via e-mail: 
 

Christopher Thompson, Clerk – clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Sarah Williams, Assistant Clerk – asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk 
Colin Moses, Amenities Officer – amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk   

 

If you know of anyone who might like to receive this Parish Council Newsletter, please ask 
them to e-mail the Assistant Clerk giving the e-mail address they’d like us to use. 

http://www.purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:asstclerk@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk
mailto:amenities@purleyonthames-pc.gov.uk

